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Message from the President
Welcome to the Easter newsletter and I hope you will find something of interest.
The new draft AS2941 Fire Pump Code has been issued for public comment and PIA will be outlining plans for 
a series of workshops to encourage informed feedback to Standards Australia.
During the discussion, I related how I had been asked to review a proposed technical paper on fire pump 
practices. Sad to say, I found that it was bereft of any useful information, was misleading and also contained 
a number of basic technical errors. This paper was from an engineer and supposed “expert” in the field. 
This might suggest that the general level of knowledge on fire pumping applications amongst a significant 

proportion of users and suppliers is embarrassingly poor. While many are well informed and highly experienced, there are too 
many for whom the reverse is true. This can make life difficult for the fire protection industry, because ignorance and ineptitude 
can lead to sub-standard installations being tendered by ignorant suppliers and in turn accepted by badly informed users. 
Since this may well extend to other areas of pump technology, we have also been highlighting the need for better understanding 
of the critical energy efficiency role of system design. Pumping system engineering is not rocket science.  Perhaps this is the 
problem? Do we need more usb interfaces, WiFi and a face book page for each pump to make pump application engineering 
more interesting? I must check cyber space to see if there are more useful pump related “apps”.
I was very fortunate to have wonderful mentors when I first joined the industry, engineers who were happy to pass on their 
experience and enthusiasm and I was also lucky to have been exposed to some excellent formal training.  Almost certainly, 
today’s leaner organisational structures are limiting opportunities for mentoring and making it more likely that engineers and 
technicians are thrown in the deep end. This means that external training resources are becoming even more important. The 
PIA has always endeavoured to be an educational resource and we are planning to increase the number of workshops and 
seminars that will assist suppliers and users to become better educated.
At the moment we have fire pumps and energy efficiency in our sights. What else would you like to see? Drop us a line via our 
Secretary – Kevin Wilson

Ron Astall
President

Association Activities
The PIA General Meeting  12 February 2013
Some 30 PIA members attended the February General Meeting held at the MCC Baseball Clubhouse in Box Hill. It was an 
extremely hot day and the venue A/C system struggled to keep us all cool for the presentations that were planned for the day. 
However, the event went off very well and the key points of the presentation stimulated quite a lot of discussion.

The official part of the meeting was kept to a minimum, with Ron Astall summarising what has happened in the early part of the PIA 
program for 2013. A brief overview of the YTD financials indicated that the PIA is on track and there is no cause for concern.
•	 Executive	Officer	Reports
a) Publications – Alan Rowan
The Pipe Friction Handbook is complete and will be available in the coming months. It has been decided to release this at the 
same time as the new Technical Handbook, which is currently in an advance stage and should be sent for typesetting in the 
next few weeks. There are approximately 100 copies of the existing editions still available and a plan to clear this stock will be 
drawn up to coincide with the availability of the new versions.
b) Standards – Ken Kugler
A new draft standard has been released for public review and this has been circulated to PIA members recently. The cut-off 
date is 5 May 2013 and we encourage individual members to provide their own response before this date. Ken has been 
working with Standards Australia, the FP008 Committee and FPAA to provide feedback on the amendments. In addition, PIA 
will be arranging for a series of workshops to facilitate this feedback and a program will be announce in the near future. While 
these seminars will be after the cut-off date, they can still be valuable in reaching a common understanding of the impact of 
the proposed changes in a practical sense.
It was also necessary for PIA to clarify its position on the ATS for Rainwater pumps which had been submitted Standards 
Australia. A “cost-benefit” analysis had been conducted with interested PIA members and also with RHAA to determine the 
policy and there has been a decision by Council to shelve this project until a clear need is established.
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New Members of PIA Council
At recent meetings, the two vacancies on Council were reviewed and PIA is pleased to announce that both have 
been filled.
Mike Bauer of Dynapumps in Sydney, who was not present at the AGM has re-nominated and joined Council in 
12 February 2013. IN addition, Tony Kersten of Grundfos was proposed at the teleconference meeting of 14 March 
and has also been confirmed as Councillor. Both Mike & Tony have been delegated to work on the meetings in 
Sydney proposed for August and this will include a seminar on the new Firepump standard AS 2941.

Mike Bauer
Mike Bauer has more than 30 years experience in the 
Australian pump industry. He began his career as a Cadet in 
the Sydney Office of Ajax Pumps in 1982 where he stayed for 
13 years. He moved to Everflow Pumps in the 1995 to begin 
a love affair with vertical turbine pumps. When Everflow 
was taken over by Tyco in 2000, Mike moved first to Hoxton 
Pumps and then to Dynapumps in 2001, where he ran the 
NSW operation and began to expand that business. The 
new Dynapumps premises in Sydney were featured in our 
December 2012 newsletter, where the team manufactures a 
range of turbine and tubular casing pumps, as well as acting 
as a distributor of a variety of other products.  
Mike was a PIA Councillor in 2012, but was overseas when 
the last AGM was held.

c) Marketing and Statistics – Keith Sanders
Work continues to promote the activities of PIA with Government Departments and similar Industry Associations. In the 
first quarter, this has included liaison with Aus-Industry to provide a speaker for the February meeting and with Victorian 
Government Business Office to update PIA on State issues affecting our Victorian members. Assistance has been provided to 
AIRAH in the drafting of a roadmap “Transition to low emission HVAC&R Issues and solutions” from a pumping perspective. 
PIA also provided comments on a draft Centrifugal Pump Handbook prepared by Vince Aherne of AIRAH, with suggested 
amendments to text etc. 

• Presentation by John MacDonald - AusIndustry
John has been the Victorian State Marketing Manager at AusIndustry for the past
18 months where he helps deliver grants and services so that Australian businesses can:

 o Innovate

 o Invest in their future

 o Become more internationally competitive

The Federal Government has a series of support programs which are designed to provide 
Small medium and large organisations with targeted programs to improve their businesses 
and stimulate growth. These programs include:-

  R&D Tax Incentives

  Export Assistance

  Small business advisory services

  Clean Technology Innovation

John submitted himself to a Q&A session which included some comments on the EPBS system, a program which many 
PIA members find ineffective in providing them with fair and equitable access to business on resource projects engineered 
outside of Australia. 

For more information on AusIndustry programs members are encouraged to visit their website: ausindustry.gov.au

• BBQ at “the Surrey Dive”
Immediately after the close of the General Meeting, some 20 members walked across to the Surrey Dive, 200m from the 
Baseball Club. A typical Al Fresco dinner with burgers, snags, salads, beer and wine was served and provided a great 
atmosphere for catching up with Industry colleagues. Good to see some old faces at the event including Roger Withers of 
Regent Pumps.
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New	Membership	Approvals
2013 has seen a rush of new members and it is very encouraging that PIA is now being recognised as a worthwhile
 Association for a wide variety of businesses who are interested in pumping equipment at a supply and service level.

 Full Members
• Adlers Pool Centre
This company was accepted as a full member on 22 November 2012 and has been active for over 30 years, catered 
to all aspects of the ‘after-market’ sales and service area of the swimming pool industry. The business is run by Paul, 
Steve and Chris Cornell. There is also a plumbing section with a focus on plumbing and installation, with consideration 
to efficient water hydraulics, equipment sizing and water circulation with a real emphasis on power savings.      

•	 Pumpserv	Pty	Ltd – Application accepted for Category D - Full Membership in February 2013

•	 Pump	N	Seal	Pty	Ltd – Application accepted for Category C – Full Membership in February 2013

•	 Rotech	Australia	Pty	Ltd – Application approved for Category D Membership in March 2013

•	 B	Line	Pumps	Pty	Ltd – Application received for Category D Membership in March 2013

 Associate Members
•	 FITT	Resources	– Application approved for Associate membership in February 2013
•	 Pump	Systems	Limited	(NZ) –  Application approved for Associate membership in February 2013

We hope to bring you more information on our new members in the next edition of your Industry newsletter. 

Tony Kersten
Tony Kersten’s career has spanned 33 years in the 
pump industry which has included positions with 
Corporations, Private Enterprise and Government. 
Tony has been a past NSW State Manager Grundfos 
Pumps. His current role with Grundfos is Product 
& Business Development Manager – Mining & 
Water Utilities / National Team Leader – Product 
Management (Aus/NZ). 
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INDUSTRY NEWS
1)	 Grundfos	strengthens	its	position	in	the	commercial	building	services	market
 In February 2013, Grundfos announced the acquisition of one 

of its long term local partners, BKB Pumps & Tanks Pty Ltd. 

  The new company will be called BKB Building Solutions 
Pty Ltd and will operate with its own board of management. 
Both Bala & Jeya Thuraisingam will remain with the new 
organisation as General and Deputy General Managers 
respectively.  

 Both Grundfos and BKB Pumps & Tanks have been long 
term members of PIA and we wish them success in the 
future with this new enterprise.

 The announcement of the acquisition was made at a press 
conference held in Hallam at the end of February and was 
attended by senior members of both organisations.

 Mr Soren Sorenson, Group Executive Vice president and member of Grundfos Group Management  attended the press 
conference along with Steen Jensen, Managing Director of Grundfos Australia. 

 Bala and Jeya were on hand to represent BKB at the unveiling of the new company logo.

2)	 New	premises	for	Members
 a)	WEG	Australia

 The Western Australia branch has recently moved offices.  The relocation from Belmont to Joondalup took place in 
December 2012, allowing the expansion of office space to 350 sq.m with an off-site warehouse.

 The contact details are:-

 WEG Australia Pty Ltd, 

 Level 3 / 131 Winton Road, 

 Joondalup WA 6027

 Tel: 08 9400 5700   

 Fax: 08 9300 9779

 b)	Sterling	Pumps

 Sterling Pumps has moved to Pakenham in Victoria recently.  This is a 2 stage move. They have already moved into the 
first factory, while the purpose built factory is being finished next door. This is due for completion next month.

 The new facility incorporates new pump manufacture, pump repair and submersible motors rewind. Capacity is increased 
with 4 CNC lathes and machining centres, and a fabrication bay that includes robot welding. A 10 ton overhead crane 
services the full length of the workshop including the test bay. 

 The test bay is designed to service submersible pumps and vertical pumps with a 15m deep 2m diameter pit, end suction 
pumps are serviced by surface tank water. We have 300kw available on site which can be expanded to 1Mw with additional 
generator power.

 New address:

 Sterling Pumps Pty Ltd,

 14 Sharnet Circuit, Pakenham, 

 Victoria, 3810

 Ph: ++61 (0) 3 9729 5044



PROJECT NEWS
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1)	Dynapumps	secure	water	winning	pumps	for	Chevron’s	Gorgon	Gas	Project

2)	ABB	project	–	Alinta	Energy’s	Northern	Power	Station	in	Port	Augusta

3)	Sustainability	success	–	Henschke	filters	rainwater	for	use	in	the	winery

4)	Ruhrpumps	–	Origin	Energy	Project

Dynapumps were asked to supply submersible pumps to draw sea water from the ocean 
approximately 500m offshore and with a suction lift of up to 8 metres they realised that 
the issues of serviceability might make a self priming land based option more attractive. 
Despite some concerns that the pumps could achieve an 8 metre suction lift, with the 
aid of a self priming vacuum pump and fully automated system this was accomplished 
and the pumpset was tested with the client before shipping to site. 

The project included two sets of Duplex SS centrifugal pumps coupled to a 90 kW 
electric motor all driven by a VSD. Each package, weighing 7 tonne, was enclosed in 
an open container and certified to DNV Standard 2.7-1

The pumps are used to fill and test subsea pipelines from the wellhead to the LNG plant.

Alinta Energy is an established company, with a long history in energy operations, 
investments and assets across Australia. Recent works have been undertaken to 
ensure greater efficiencies at the power station in Port Augusta. Plant staff wished to 
replace a redundant motor, which helped to run a large gas recirculation fan.  Based 
on past experience in supplying high voltage AC motors for virtually all industries, ABB 
proposed a high efficiency motor for this application. It was decided to install a motor 
with optimised power output that would be interchangeable with older design motors. 
ABB supplied a 6.6kV modular motor, 6 pole, rated for 1300kW. It was fitted with a 
Dodge coupling.  This coupling has a flexible tapered element which transmits torque 
efficiently while accommodating misalignment plus cushions shock loads. 

With electric motors accounting for an estimated 65% of all industrial power usage, 
more efficient motors are expected to support Alinta in their quest to supply homes and 
businesses with power this summer.  

Some time ago, Henschke approached Graetz Irrigation, to discuss the sustainable 
utilization of rainwater. The intention was to use rainwater for a range of applications 
including tank washing, sterilization of bottles prior to bottling and general domestic 
use at the cellar door. The wide range and the type of applications meant that reliability 
was absolutely critical. Graetz Irrigation worked together with CAP Industries to design 
and develop a simple yet effective solution capable of meeting the winery’s water 
quality requirements. The system included two multistage pumps capable of delivering 
approximately 200 litres a minute. Incoming water is directed via sediment filters at 
20 micron, 5 micron and 1 micron and then treated to Ultra Violet (UV) sterilization. 
The system is controlled by a MPV control system complete with ABB variable speed 
drive to maintain constant pressure in the varied demand conditions. The plant is still 
operating reliably after several years.

Ruhrpump Australia Pty Ltd are nearing completion of stage one of the Origin Energy 
APLNG Coal Seam Gas expansion in central Qld.  The company is supplying 50 
horizontal and 13 vertical stainless steel and super duplex pumpsets in a broad range 
of sizes and applications ranging from 1.5kw to 355kw.

To accommodate this and other projects currently being worked on, Ruhrpumps has 
relocated to larger premises in Rowville. The company has employed 5 new staff members 
as the business grows from strength to strength in a very competitive market place. 

New contact details:-

67 Henderson Road, Rowville, Victoria 3178,
Phone: +61 3 9800 6200
Fax: +61 3 9801 4011
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Forthcoming Events
2013 Meetings & Seminars
•	 Tues	14	May	2013:	General	Meeting	in	Adelaide	–	Grundfos	Pumps,	515,	South	Street,	Regency	Park.
•	 Wed	15	May	2013:	Workshop	in	Adelaide	on	new	draft	Firepumps	to	AS	2941.	This	will	be	at	the	Bio	Conference	
Centre,	40-46	West	Therbarton	Rd,	Therbarton.	Look	out	for	our	Flyer	with	more	details.	

•	 Tues	13	Aug	2013:	General	Meeting	in	Sydney	–	Venue	will	be	Kelair	Pumps
•	 Wed	14	August	2013:	Workshop	in	Sydney	on	new	draft	Firepumps	to	AS	2941.	This	is	being	organised	by	Mike	
Bauer	and	Tony	Kersten.	Program	content	will	be	similar	to	Adelaide.

•	 October	2013	–	Melbourne	Seminar	on	Energy	Efficiency	in	the	Building	Services	Sector.	Details	to	be	announced	
in	the	near	future.	Members	will	be	invited	to	submit	papers	for	consideration.

•	 Tues	12	Nov	2013	–	AGM	and	Annual	Dinner	in	Melbourne	–	Venues	under	investigation.

Keith Sanders 
Editor

New	Employees
Brown Brothers Engineers

CAP Industries

David Lawrence, Victorian State Manager for Brown Brothers Engineers, has been appointed Regional Sales 
Manager for Kelair Pumps Melbourne. David held his present position for 3½ years. In his new role at Kelair, 
David will report directly to National Sales Manager, Steve Basclain in Sydney. In addition to his Regional 
responsibilities for Industrial and B&F sales, David will have responsibility for his own Industrial sales territory 
covering food, pharmaceutical, contractors, consultants, pulp and paper amongst other industries.

CAP Industries is pleased to announce the addition of its latest team member, Marcus Hanna. Marcus 
brings a wealth of experience and enthusiasm to his role of Internal Sales Support, having worked in the 
electrical and HVAC industries, as well as spending several years as a Technical Support Engineer with ITT 
Industries/Goulds Pumps in the Middle East. Marcus is a qualified Mechanical Engineer and also boasts 
strong skills in electrical & control systems and customer support.

Sad News
PIA was recently informed of the death of Albert Angus, past General Manager of Kelly & Lewis Pumps. Albert came to Australia 
from Mather & Platt in UK in the 1970’s and was founding General Manager of Kelly & Lewis Machinery in Huntingdale. In 1981, 
Albert moved across to the Pump Group, as Wormald re-structured the companies within the Australian Machinery Division. After 
leaving the Kelly & Lewis, Albert undertook several project manager roles on major installations in Victoria. He was a keen golfer 
and a fan of lawn bowls in later years.

Victorian	Government	News
Following a meeting with Colin Crotty of Dept of Business and Innovation, several Victorian Government Initiatives were made 
known to us.

•	The	Innovation	voucher	program 
This program is a new initiative of the Victorian Government. It is designed to support businesses wishing to explore ways of 
improving their competitiveness. There are 4 vouchers available and these are as follows:-
- Technology Implementation Voucher ($250,00)
- Technology Development Voucher ($50,000)
- Business R&D Voucher ($25,000)
- Innovation Skills Voucher ($10,000)
For more information, Members are encouraged to go to business.vic.gov.au/ivp

•	Sustainability	Victoria	Program
The Smarter Resources – Smarter Business program is designed to help businesses cut costs and boost performance through 
resource efficiency.
For more information, Members are encouraged to go to sustainability.vic.gov.au  or email
srsbprogram@sustainability.vic	.gov.au 

•	Fire	Services	Levy
From 1 July 2013, a new Fire Services Property Levy will be collected by Local Councils. This will replace the current arrangements 
where the levy is charged through insurance premiums. This means insurance premiums should come DOWN with the removal of 
the levy from the Insurers. Members are recommended to contact their Insurers to determine what this means to their business,
For more information, Members are encouraged to go to vic.gov.au/news-detail/fire-services-levy-b.html


