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Message from the President
Welcome to our first PIA newsletter for 2012. The festive season now seems like a distant memory, 
and we are well into another hectic business year with new opportunities and challenges.

The PIA council certainly has a busy schedule of activities coming up. The recent Sydney 
General meeting was well- attended and our thanks go to Lee Lynch of White Industries for his 
assistance.

Our executive officers have outlined their plans for 2012 to ensure that our association maintains 
strong engagement with government, business and other stakeholders on issues that will affect 
our member’s opportunities for the future. This includes our Business Breakfast on Wed 21st 
March at Carlton Football Club. We hope to see as many of you there as possible to hear from our 
Keynote speaker Richard Dalla Riva from the Victorian Government.

I look forward to a productive year working with other Councillors towards positive outcomes for members, and I hope to get 
to know more of our members better over the next few months.

Harry Katunar
President

February 2012 General Meeting in Sydney
In keeping with PIA objectives of reaching out to members in all States, our recent meeting in Sydney was held at the 
Bankstown Golf Club in Milperra and was sponsored by White Industries. It was great to see a healthy gathering of members 
and guests at the Fairways Room to hear what PIA hope to achieve in 2012 and listen to several  interesting and informative 
presentations:-

• Lee Lynch – corporate profile of White International

• Ken Kugler – recent developments on the FP 008 Committee dealing with upgrades for AS 2941

• Keith Sanders – A review of supplier and customer obligations outlined in AS 2417 – Pump Testing

White International operates within the framework of its parent Company 
LONSYD from a large site in Milperra.

The business includes a vibrant Pump Division which holds representation 
for a number of major pump brands in Australia. These include DAB, Zenit 
and CNP, thereby offering the Australian market a wide range of pumping 
equipment for commercial and industrial applications.

Lee Lynch outlined the company’s history and growth path over the years 
and also provided members with an overview of the other International 
branded products in tools and equipment that they represent.

Recently appointed as PIA Executive Officer for Standards, Ken Kugler 
provided members with an outline of the key issues facing the FP008 
committee with regard to proposed amendments for the existing standard. 
One important issue surrounds the sizing of the driver for firepumps for a 
variety of suction conditions and the possibility the Committee will follow 
the European model. This could result in unnecessarily large drivers 
being specified and Ken asked members active in the Industry to provide 
feedback on their opinions.
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PIA Breakfast Meeting – March 21 at 7.30am
Why not come and join your industry colleagues for a special Industry Breakfast to be held at the Carlton Football Club in Royal 
Parade, Carlton North, Melbourne. The topic is “Future challenges for Australian businesses” and the keynote speaker is the 
Hon. Richard Dalla Riva, Victorian Minister for Employment, Industrial Relations & Manufacturing, Exports & Trade. There will 
be other short presentations for Simon Bradwell (President of the Australian Fan Assn) and Bou Spithoven (PIA member).

You can register on the PIA website and the fee is $40.00 for members and $45.00 for non-members.

1) AMCA and the BIM MEP Aus software proposal
In discussions with AMCA during 2011, PIA agreed to work with a multi-discipline workgroup to see how pumping 
equipment could be incorporated into the BIM MEP Aus program which AMCA and others were considering for the design 
of major projects to improve coordination and prevent  costly mistakes in positioning of equipment, pipework, ducting etc. 
This part of our cooperation has gone well and it is anticipated that a template for pumping equipment will be incorporated 
in the program. However, to be a viable tool for Contractors, vendors will be required to provide drawings and performance 
details within a uniform software environment. AMCA has already selected TSI-KarelCAD as their preferred vendor and 
PIA has had a couple of meetings with this vendor in an effort to understand how our industry will interact with BIM MEP 
Aus. Unfortunately this is where the problems have arisen, because the software house does not seem to have sufficient 
flexibility in the pricing model to cater for small to medium enterprises within our Industry. They have adopted a “one size 
fits all” approach and requires a minimum investment of approx $28,000 plus GST.

Their proposal is shown below.

1. Content creation of Revit and CADduct items;
  * 1st 200 items: $10,752.75 + GST … PIA member price: $8,064.56 + GST  
 * Each additional item: $40.00 + GST

2. Annual hosting subscription
 * 1st 200 items: $20,094.75 + GST
 * Each additional item: $4.00 + GST

Your Council reviewed a proposal from KarelCAD at the recent meeting in Sydney and found that it was unattractive for the 
majority of PIA members. We are currently trying to find a way to resolve this impasse and have approached the vendor for 
an improved proposal which meets the needs of smaller business in the Building Services sector. However, at this stage 
we appear unable to renegotiate such a compromise. One member is known to have signed up with KarelCAD without 
reference to PIA, but we do NOT recommend any other PIA members negotiate with KarelCAD directly, although we 
obviously cannot prevent this from happening. We will keep you advised on this important matter.

2) ABB helps convert Indian Ocean into drinking water supply for Western Australia
Most states in Australia have recognised the 
importance of purifying seawater in an effort to 
drought-proof our nation. A second plant in Perth 
is being installed between Binningup and Myalup. 
The desalinated water will be fed into the existing 
Integrated Water Supply Scheme (IWSS). The 
IWSS pumps fresh water into Perth’s metropolitan 
dams which supply residents with high quality 
drinking water. ABB’s drives and motors surpass 
the energy efficiency requirements of the new 
desalination plant whilst it pumps seawater which is 
converted into 50 billion litres of fresh drinking water 
for Perth residents annually.

INDUSTRY NEWS
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Brown Brothers Engineers appoints Vickie Thomsen as Marketing Manager
Vickie Thomsen has recently been appointed to the position of Marketing Manager for Brown 
Brothers Engineers. This is a new position reporting directly to John Inkster, the CEO of the 
company.

Vickie attended QUT in Brisbane completing a Bachelor of Business Degree, majoring in 
Marketing. She also has a Certificate in Direct Marketing 

Vickie has a solid history of achievement and progression and has previous industry experience 
of working with Distributors and Wholesalers.

Integration of high-efficiency glanded pumps in building automation
Since autumn 2011, the “Wilo-Stratos GIGA” high-efficiency pump series has been available 
for the upper performance range in heating, cold water and cooling applications. Wilo offers 
various interface (IF) modules for flexible integration of the electronically controlled pumps 
into the particular BA infrastructure. The building automation can send open and closed-loop 
control commands to the pumps via the IF-Modules. In turn, these transmit operating data 
such as pressure, flow rate and power consumption, current consumption and the number of 
operating hours to the primary control unit, as well as various malfunction and fault statuses.

In cooperation with Pump Industry Australia, AIM is presenting a workshop to examine the concept of “Selecting the 
optimum pumping system”. The workshop will be held in Melbourne on Wednesday 2nd May at the Beau Monde Hotel, 934 
Doncaster Road, Doncaster, VIC 3109. Two experienced and well qualified engineers, Himadri Sen and Keith Sanders, will 
provide insights into the methodology of selecting pumps and designing systems to achieve high operating efficiency and 
reliable performance for a variety of pumping applications.

The workshop is designed for Pump people, 
Consulting Engineers, Municipal Engineers, 
Specification Writers, Industrial pump users and 
other professionals to help them understand the 
importance of selecting the right pump for the job 
as well as designing a system that will achieve the 
optimum operating performance in service. A detailed 
knowledge of pumping equipment is not essential, but 
a working appreciation of how pumps are used and the 
terminology of the Industry will be helpful. 

On-site parking is available on “first come - first 
served” basis.

COURSE FEE: $600.00 per person plus GST

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT: 
10% for confirmed bookings placed on or before 
2 April 2012

PEOPLE in the INDUSTRY

New Products

New Pump Technology Training Program

Himadri Sen has conducted 
training programs and 
workshops for pump users 
all over the world.  He holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Mechanical Engineering and 
a Postgraduate diploma in 
Management.

Keith Sanders has a degree 
in Mechanical Engg and an 
MBA from Deakin University.  
He has held senior 
management positions in the 
Australian Pump Industry 
and now runs a training 
business. He was President 
of PIA from 2009 to 2011.
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Upgrade of PIA Handbooks
Alan Rowan, the PIA executive officer responsible for publications, is currently engaged in an update of both the Technical 
Handbook and the Pipe Friction Handbook to increase their relevance to today’s technical environment. Members are 
invited to contribute to this process by contacting Alan by email via the Secretary.

pumpsaustralia@bigpond.com.au

The topics likely to be reviewed are:-

Technical Handbook
1) Positive Displacement Pumps

2) Slurry Pumps:

3) Pump Materials

4) Intake Design

5) Installation, Commissioning & Maintenance

6) New Section Efficient Operation of Pumps

Contributions for members will be greatly appreciated.

Pipe Friction Handbook
This handbook is a very important document for PIA members to support, because it is evident that greater significance 
will be given to accurate calculation of system curves if the concept of Life cycle costs gains acceptance from Consulting 
Engineers and End-users in their future pump selection criteria.

From this perspective, Alan needs input from members as follows:-

1) Which commonly used pipe materials are missing from the handbook?

2) Which pipe materials are no longer needed to be included in the handbook?

3) What new pipe fittings or items which might contribute to system resistance need to be considered?

4) Any other comments?

This is your opportunity to make a contribution to one of the main income streams of PIA and add to the technical credibility 
of our Association. So get up and DO something to help Alan in this task!

Forthcoming Events
• 21 March 2012 – Breakfast meeting at Carlton Football Club – Keynote Speaker – Richard Dalla Riva

Make an effort to be there! 

• 2 May 2012 – PIA/AIM all day Pump Workshop at Beau Monde Hotel Doncaster.

• 11 & 12 May 2012 – General Meeting in Tocumwal at Batescrew Pumps – A Coach trip will be 
organised to visit one of our long standing members and take in the sights of Tocumwal.

• August 2012 – General Meeting in Brisbane with possible seminar (Date to be confirmed)

• 9/10 October 2012 – PIA Pump Exhibition & Seminar program in Melbourne.
This event will be held at the Whitehorse Centre in Nunawading. A full package of details will be available for interested 
members to plan their participation and promote our Industry capability.

Please remember that PIA is here to serve you and we need your input to make our Association a success. 
Action speaks louder than words!

Keith Sanders 
Editor


