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Message from the President
I have just returned from Adelaide where Grundfos kindly hosted our General Meeting and the next day we 
also ran a very successful workshop on Fire Pumps. Whilst details of these events are outlined separately 
in this newsletter, I want to particularly pass on our collective thanks to Tony Kersten of Grundfos for his 
presentations and to Keith Sanders, Ken Kugler, Andre Mierzwa (SAA Fire Pump Committee Chairman) 
and our Secretary Kevin Wilson for their hard work and organisational skills in presenting a very animated 
workshop on Firepumps.

Our business plan includes the key objectives of :
- Participating in the development of pump standards
- Provide training opportunities for members and pump industry clients
- Develop industry alliances with target partners
- Increase membership participation at all levels

These objectives were clearly achieved in Adelaide; judging by the level of enthusiasm I saw and by the high level of 
audience involvement at both events.

At Grundfos we saw the benefits of continuous improvement and a culture of ongoing technical challenge.  At the Fire Pump 
Workshop the common goal of developing the best possible standard was clearly evident.

For me the common themes were education and improvement. Without these we do not advance, and particularly where 
Fire Pumps installations are concerned, we will not make much headway against the risky, cheap and nasty alternatives 
that are too often accepted in ignorance.

PIA’s vision is to continue our focus on education and training with ongoing seminars, conferences and workshops.  We are 
also looking at how we can encourage and attract good young engineers and technicians into the pump industry. 

With the above in mind, please keep in touch and tell us what you would like to see and hear from your association.

Ron Astall
President

Report on the General Meeting held at Grundfos Works on 14 May 2013
It was gratifying to see  some 20 members at this meeting, including 
several from Interstate. Ron Astall kicked off with a summary of the 
activities that PIA has been involved with in the year to date, including 
the publication of new editions of both the Technical and Pipe Friction 
Handbooks. He also gave a preview of the events to come in the 
rest of the year. The Council has met twice since February and a 
new business plan has been developed, which will be posted on 
the PIA website shortly. The Financial reports suggest the PIA is in 
good shape and this gives the Association confidence to look for an 
ambitious program for the rest of the year.
Tony Kersten then presented 
information on the history 
of Grundfos , which started 
business in 1945  and has 
grown to a multinational 
today. The talk  included a 
new product development 
for the waste water market.
The meeting closed at 6.00 
pm, when participants were 
invited to have an informal 
chat with Industry colleagues 
over a sandwich and a beer, 
courtesy of Grundfos. 

PUMP INDUSTRY AUSTRALIA INC
PO BOX 55, Stuarts Point, NSW

2 Colours
Green - PMS 349 C
Yellow - PMS 116 C

Single Colour
Green - PMS 349 C

Black & White Black & White for use
when faxing

For use with space
restraints



PUMP INDUSTRY AUSTRALIA INC
PO BOX 55, Stuarts Point, NSW 2

2 Colours
Green - PMS 349 C
Yellow - PMS 116 C

Single Colour
Green - PMS 349 C

Black & White Black & White for use
when faxing

For use with space
restraints

PUMP INDUSTRY AUSTRALIA

2 Colours
Green - PMS 349 C
Yellow - PMS 116 C

Single Colour
Green - PMS 349 C

Black & White Black & White for use
when faxing

For use with space
restraints

The Firepump Workshop held at BiosSA Conference Centre
Since the new draft of AS 2941 has been released for public comment, Council saw an opportunity to link a workshop 
to the General Meeting planned for May in Adelaide. The response from  the Industry was excellent and more than 
30 participants joined the expert panel to discuss some key points prior to the meeting of the FP008 Committee at 
the end of May 2013.
The afternoon Workshop was held on 15 May with a program designed to look at several sections of the new draft. 
The program was as follows:-

Session Times Presenter Company Topic

1 1.30pm to 2.15pm Andre Mierzwa F M Global Sections 2, 3. Overview of Systems

2 2.15pm to 3.00pm Ken Kugler PIA Sections 4, 5, 6, 7 – Fire Pumps

3 3.20pm to 3.45pm
Ron Astall for 
Stephen Bartlett

Toshiba Section 8 - Motors & Starters

4 3.45pm to 4.15pm Rob Date Welling & Crossley                            
Section 8 - Control Panel Options
Section 9 - Diesel Drivers

5 4.15pm to 5.00pm Keith Sanders PIA
Section 10 - Workshop testing 
Section 12 -  Site testing

There was a very strong input from the whole group and the specific changes over the previous standard were 
discussed in detail. Several key points were raised and it is hoped the FP008 Committee will be able to address these 
in the final text.

Andre Mierzwa and Ken Kugler took notes on the matters raised and should be in a position to discuss these with 
the other public comments that have been submitted via Standards Australia website. Once the amendments are 
finalised, PIA intends to hold another seminar in Sydney to coincide with the August General Meeting, followed by 
one in Melbourne in October, so that members and other industry stakeholders can  be brought up to date about 
these important issues.
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New Members
Council accepted the nominations of two new members of the Association at their May meeting.
1) EMACS Electric Motors, located in Queensland, were accepted as Full Members. 
 Their business is involved with the supply, servicing and repair of pumping equipment. They deal with a number of 

existing members of PIA  and we welcome them on board.
2) David Hall from Roma in Queensland  was accepted as an Individual member.
 Councillors were delighted  to see David at the General Meeting in Adelaide and hope to see him at PIA functions in 

future.

News from Members
Some recent contributions from members are featured below:-

1 - CAP Industries relocates to Scoresby 

CAP Industries has relocated to larger premises in the Scoresby Industry Park. The move represents a major step in the 
staged expansion of the company that will celebrate its 10 year anniversary later this year. The new premises will enable the 
company to significantly increase its production capacity while at the same time catering for the growth of its test facilities. 

CAP Industries will install two large rainwater tanks to meet the demands of the new testing facilities which will also 
incorporate custom-design software and energy saving control initiatives.  Efficient workflow and factory layout were also 
key considerations in the selection of the new premises.

Good luck to Bou and his team in the new facility.

New Contact Details:-

CAP Industries Pty Ltd, Factory B6, Scoresby Industry Park
Janine Street, Scoresby   Vic   3179
Ph: 9763 8799  Fax: 9763 9910  

2 - Superior Pump Technologies -new distributor appointment
Superior Pump Technologies have been appointed an official SPX distributor covering the Waukesha Cherry-Burrell range 
of products. This includes positive displacement and centrifugal pumps, dispersion equipment, mixers, valves, fittings and 
heat exchangers. A significant amount of spare parts to support existing Waukesha pump customers and a quantity of 
pumps is on its way. SPT will offer technical support and a complete service from pump selection to manufacture and supply 
of pump and drive units designed to specific customer’s requirements.

PIA Technical and Pipe Friction Handbook updates
A lot of work has been going on behind the scenes, but PIA is pleased to advise that 
the new editions of both the Pipe Friction and Technical Handbooks will be ready by 
mid June. 

Stocks of the current editions are almost exhausted, due largely to the success 
of the recent promotional offer, so there will be a launch of the  new publications 
shortly. Please refer to the PIA website for further details.

Congratulations and thanks should go to Alan Rowan, Geoff Daniels and a group of 
dedicated people who worked on the revisions.
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3 - IDEX release product bulletin on Air Operated Diaphragm pumps
In a bulletin issued in May 2013, Idex Fluid & Metering outlines why ease of maintenance 
and operation makes these pumps a good solution for many applications. This bulletin will 
be of interest to users of AOD pumps and can be obtained from Idex on request.

                                                       

Mathew Harris is the Regional Manager for IDEX Corporation in Australia.
Based in Sydney, he can be contacted on Ph: 02 4574 0448 or email mharris2@idexcorp.com

4 - Pumps & Systems
Established in 1984 in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, Pump Systems Ltd 
joined PIA as an Associate member 
this year.  The company is a leading 
supplier  of Vaughan Chopper Pumps 
in Australia and New Zealand , as 
well as digester & sludge tank mixing 
systems, sludge heat exchangers 
for the combined municipal and 
industrial wastewater sectors. The 
company has a staff of four people 
and is located in modern premises 
on the north side of Christchurch 
City. Over the years the company 
has been involved with some of the 
most difficult solids pumping and 
mixing projects in the region.

Talking about Training
The Council is acutely aware of the need for training to sustain the Industry. We need to encourage young engineers 
to consider the Pump business as a challenging career and efforts are being made to improve access to good training 
programs, as well as developing links with Universities, Colleges and TAFE’s to improve communication. PIA also 
plans to approach Educational Institutions at Career days to promote opportunities and we will be inviting members 
who can offer vacation training or other forms of work experience to contact Kevin Wilson and outline what they can 
offer to graduates and under-graduates.

In the meantime, we have access to organizations who provide excellent programs at  variety of levels and in different 
presentation formats both within Australia and overseas.

• BPMA on-line training

PIA has agreed with BPMA that we can promote their on-line training program, particularly for those who cannot 
easily access face-to face training programs. Details are available on the PIA website.

• Australian Industrial Marketing

The format of AIM’s courses is somewhat different, concentrating on small groups of trainees in the Level 1 course 
which caters for new entrants and covers the basic principles under-pinning pumps & systems. The program has 
plenty of practical worked examples to illustrate how pumps are constructed, how system curves can be calculated 
and how driver powers can be determined. This course has been available for approximately 8 years and many of the 
member companies of PIA have sent along their staff for training at this level for new recruits. The first two courses 
for 2013 have been run in Melbourne and the next course is in Sydney on 30 July and 1 August over two days.
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AIM also offers an advanced course, which covers engineered pumps and looks at design, manufacture, QA and 
testing procedures as well as  optimising pump & system performance. This course is relatively new and will also be 
presented in Sydney on 31 July 2013.

Both courses will be held at Engineers Australia in Chatswood from 8.30 am to 4.30 pm.

Contact: aim1@internode.on.net

• Strategic Achievement

Glenn Rogers of Strategic Achievement has recently been 
running his Pump & System training courses in Ghana, 
West Africa. He ran a course at the end of January, 
with the majority of attendees coming from Ghana and 
some coming from Mali, the Congo and Central African 
Republic.  Ghana has a rapidly developing mining industry 
that is driving a lot of development throughout the country. 
This course had the major number of people coming from 
the mining industry. There was also a big contingent from 
the water supply and power generation areas. Due to the 
demand he went back again in April. The second course 
had a large number of attendees from Nigeria. The oil 
industry was well represented on this course.   

The focus of Glenn’s courses is to improve pump reliability and reduce power consumption. The courses are well 
attended by engineers, operators and maintenance staff.  The courses are held all around Australia on a regular basis 
and over 5000 people have attended his training in Australia.

Contact: glenn@pumptraining.com.au

1- Sustainability Victoria

New appointments have recently been announced at SV and these are as follows:-

“We are pleased to inform you that we have now finalised all key leadership appointments at Sustainability Victoria, which 
will deliver on our organisation’s SV2015 strategy. 

• Stefan Preuss has been appointed as Director, Resource Efficiency. Mr. Preuss is a leading advocate for sustainability and 
energy efficiency with expertise in building design and construction. He has already played an integral role in delivering 
resource efficiency programs for Victoria since joining us in 2010. 

• Jenny Pickles will take the role of Director, Integrated Waste Management from 6 May.  Ms Pickles joins SV from the 
Australian Food and Grocery Packaging Stewardship Forum and brings extensive experience and knowledge of the 
Victorian and national waste and resource recovery sector.  

• Carl Muller has joined SV as Director, Corporate Services.  Carl comes from EPA where he led EPA’s business services 
reform since 2010. He brings a strong understanding of the environment portfolio and government systems and processes 
to SV. 

• Vera Lubczenko continues in her role as Director, Engagement. Vera has been with SV since 2006, delivering programs 
focused on households, community and local and non-government organisations.

Our regular contact at SV is Ian McNicol and we recently received an update from him about the progress of “MEPS for 
Pumps”. Not good news, I’m afraid but see for yourself...........

“The Equipment Energy Efficiency (E3) Committee met for the first time in over a year just before Easter. During much of 
this time, a lot of the work of the E3 Committee has been on hold as there was a major review of national energy efficiency 
programs in the second half of last year (the E3 Committee’s budget was frozen during this time) and there was also a 
transition to the GEMS Legislation, so that there is now one national legislation in Australia for the regulation of appliance 
and equipment energy efficiency. 

It was decided to put the Pump Product Profile on hold and to re-consider the timing of the release of the Profile at the next 
E3 Meeting, to be held around October, 2013. While the E3 Committee is still committed to releasing the Pump Product 
Profile, there was insufficient resources available to the Committee to progress this work at the moment.

NEWS from INDUSTRY PARTNERS
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Forthcoming Events
1) Release of PIA handbooks - While these will be available shortly, your Council is planning an official release in 

July. Plans are in hand for an afternoon session, when the two publications will be officially offered to PIA members, 
Booksellers and Institutes of Learning. Please watch on the PIA website for further information.

2) Breakfast meeting in Sydney - This is an initiative to help develop the membership in Sydney and will also be 
used to promote the new publications to members. Details of the time, date and place re still to be announced, but 
we encourage our NSW members to support the idea, because PIA is a National Association and we want to keep 
members informed of Association activities.

3) PIA General Meeting in Sydney - This is scheduled for Tuesday 13 August and will be held at Kelair Pumps. The 
program will be organised by Mike Bauer and Tony Kersten, our NSW based Councillors, and further details will be 
announced shortly. Keep the date free

4) Firepump Seminar in Sydney - At Rooty Hill RSL  on 14 August - This will be an information seminar for members 
and Industry stakeholders on the final draft of AS 2941

5) Building Services Seminar in Melbourne - This will be held at Rydges-on-Swanston on 15 October 2013 and 
will look at pumping systems for the Air-conditioning, Fire and Plumbing sectors for improved efficiency and 
sustainability. A call for papers will be issued shortly, so if your company has some “green technology”, please 
consider presenting this to the market at the seminar. Our target audience will be Consultants, Contractors and 
Government Engineers.

 We plan to invite guest speakers from related Industry Associations, to broaden the appeal and work is already in 
train to develop a stimulating program.

6) PIA - AGM and Annual Dinner - This 
has now been booked for Tuesday 12 
November at Greenacres Golf Club. 
Please ensure you keep the date 
free for a good turnout at the most 
important event in the PIA calendar. 
The AGM will commence at 4.30 pm 
followed by cocktails and the Dinner at 
6.30 pm.

 Greenacres has been completely 
refurbished since we were last there 
and it is more modern and stylish than 
previously. With easy access from the 
Eastern Freeway, it is an evening not 
to be missed.

The Committee has approved the Industrial Equipment Energy Efficiency Strategy and we hope to be able to publicly 
release this document in the next month or so. This Strategy highlights non-domestic pumps as one of the priority items 
of equipment which the E3 Committee will investigate in more detail. The Committee has also commissioned consultants 
looking at the possibility of making electric motor MEPS more stringent, and this should be released for public comment 
before the middle of this year. This Product Profile may also be of interest to PIA members.

2 – AIRAH announces prime roadmap for a low-emissions future

The AIRAH Industry Summit 2013 held in late April in Melbourne bought together more than 30 key stakeholders to discuss 
the way forward to a low-emissions HVAC&R industry. A key announcement was the launch of the proposed PRIME 
Roadmap for HVAC&R. While PIA did not participate, we are keeping in contact with AIRAH, since pumping equipment is 
a major consumer of electricity.

If any member wishes to get a copy of AIRAH communications, please contact Kevin Wilson.

3– AMCA- BIM-MEPAUS Construction Innovation Forum 

Members who  are servicing the Construction Industry are encouraged to attend the AMCA Forum over 2 days on 25 & 26 
July at the Melbourne Convention Centre. Bookings can be made on-line at the AMCA website. www.bimmepaus.com.au/
home_page.html

There will be some International presenters and the program promises to be very rewarding.

Contact: Sumit Oberoi [Sumit@amca.com.au]

Note from the Editor:
I will be overseas from 28 May until 29 June 2013 and while in UK, I hope to visit BPMA to strengthen our 
ties with this long established Pump Association. However, emails to PIA should continue to be sent to Kevin 
Wilson and any that I need to action can be handled during this period.  




