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AGM and Annual Dinner
The Royal Victorian Motor Yacht Club is an excellent location for a function of this kind and members 
were fortunate that we were able to book this venue for the 8 November, because it is about to undergo 
a major renovation in 2012. This year’s AGM was an important event in the PIA calendar and provided 

the platform for some important re-structuring of the administration of 
the Association.

After the formal part of the meeting, members were able to hear from 
Dr Peter Burns the Director of Public Policy at the Australian Industry 
Group on the topic of “Reconciling the economic and policy paradoxes 
facing Australian business”. Peter identified the impact of the two speed 
economy and the significant drain on resources that the mining boom 
has had on other business. Many of our members could identify with 

these problems, but alas, there are no easy solutions.

The evening continued with cocktails and canapés, 
followed by an excellent dinner and entertainment from 
the Paul Van Ross trio. 

This was a great opportunity for members to catch up 
with one another and enjoy the waterfront ambience 
which the RVNYC provides.

Message from the President
I was very pleased to have been elected as President of PIA and I believe we are well placed to 
achieve our 2012 objectives in the business plan outlined at the recent AGM. We will continue to 
engage with stakeholders to present the views of our members, on important topics like Energy 
Efficiency and Pump Standards.

This message is a good opportunity to thank Keith Sanders, our outgoing President, for his 
efforts over the past two years, as well as our Councillors and Secretary, Kevin Wilson, for their 
contributions during 2010/11.

The new Executive Officer positions approved at the AGM have already been accepted by Life 
Members and should help the Council achieve more progress on specific projects of interest to 
members. These appointments are as follows:-

• Marketing & Statistics (Keith Sanders)
• Publications (Alan Rowan) 
• Standards (Ken Kugler)

Best wishes to all our members for a safe &enjoyable festive season and I look forward to 
working with you next year in my new role.

Harry Katunar
President
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SPOTLIGHT on Mono Pumps Australia
In a new concept for the newsletter we want to provide an up-to-date profile on important and historical 
linkages that members have had with the Association. In this edition, we are focussing on Mono Pumps 
Australia, since they were inaugural members of APMA when it was formed in 1964, with significant support 

from George Snow. In later years, Bruce Ellis played 
a key role in the continued development of the APMA 
and is now a valued Life member, 

As the pump industry in Australia restructured, 
Mono has adapted its business to the ever-changing 
environment. Although Mono has been recognised 
as a niche player, with particular strengths in helical 
rotor pumps, it has developed new and innovative 
products and provides a variety of solutions to their 
traditional customer base in a number of important 
market segments.

Mono Pumps first began manufacturing progressing 
cavity pumps in 1935 and have been based 
in Moorabbin for nearly 50 years. However, in 
September 2011, Mono officially opened their new 
warehouse and manufacturing facility in Frankston-
Gardens Drive, Carrum Downs. The plant employs 
around 150 people in roles from fitters and turners 
to administration, engineering, marketing and sales. 
The site is approx 9000 sq. metres and provides 
significant opportunities for Mono to expand. 

The parent company, NOV in USA, is also a leading 
provider of oilfield products and services to the oil 
and gas industry, with over 140 years’ experience 
and more than 36,000 employees around the world.

One of the latest developments from Mono is their Pressure 
Sewer Systems. 

Like many manufacturers, Mono has identified that customers are 
seeking solutions to their fluid handling problems and this necessitates 
a continued investment in new technologies. This provides opportunity 
for sales growth and insulates them against low cost competition at a 
product level. 

Mono has also developed an extensive range of solar powered pump 
units for remote location and these are also proving very popular with 
customers.

Congratulations to Paul Jeffery and his team at Mono for staying one 
jump ahead of the competition.
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INDUSTRY NEWS
1) ITT divests the Water Technology business to Xylem Inc.
Xylem Inc. recently announced that it has completed an acquisition from ITT 
Corporation and has begun operations as a $3.2 billion standalone global water 
technology company. The business aims to use its brands, applications expertise and 
technological strength to service traditional markets. These include the efficient use 
of water in Public Utilities, Residential & Commercial Buildings, as well as the Industrial and Rural sectors. The company 
serves customers in more than 150 countries to address critical water issues and more stringent environmental regulations.

Well-known and respected pump brands such as Lowara, Goulds Water Technology, Bell & Gossett, Flygt and Godwin will 
continue their place in the water industry as a part of the Xylem portfolio.

2) Dynapumps takes on a new distributorship

Dynapumps are proud to announce a new Australia wide 
distribution partnership with Tacmina Pumps. Tacmina has 
specialised in manufacturing diaphragm metering pumps for 50 
years. Their Smoothflow products are being used in chemical 
plants, pharmaceuticals and food production processes, 
disinfection and for water treatment all over the world.

These pumps are pulse-less diaphragm type pumps which unlike 
regular diaphragm pumps, produce very little vibration or pulsation 
thereby reducing surging, noise and other problems.

3) Robertson Technologies provide a novel solution for on-site performance measurement
The thermodynamic method often provides the most accurate on-site measurement of pump performance, for both 
individual pumps and the overall pump system. In many cases the uncertainties in pump efficiency, flow rate, and energy 
/ volume (kWh/kl) measurements are less than 1%. The method requires the differential temperature across the pump to 
be measured to an accuracy of a few thousandths of a degree Celsius. With portable units for snap-shot measurements, 
immersion temperature probes are generally used, protruding 50 to 60 mm into the fluid flow. These require tapping points 
before and after the pump, in pipe work. For fixed units, for continuous monitoring, the temperature probes are inserted via 
thermowells. The photographs below show the surface temperature and pressure measurement positions for a fire pump. 
The surface temperature sensors are covered with thermal insulation.

In the resource sector it is sometimes not practicable to provide tapping points in the required time scale, thus 
instrumentation for accurate surface temperature measurements has been developed. In this way, the performances of the 
following types of pump have been measured, on offshore platforms: diesel and electric fire pumps, sea water lift pumps, 
cooling medium pumps, heating medium pumps.

For more information contact: mail@pumpmonitor.com

SUCTION DISCHARGE
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INDUSTRY NEWS continued
4) Energy Efficient initiatives

4.1 Davey Water Products
Davey Water Products has just released new energy efficient pool pumps for the 
2011 summer season. An 8 Star Energy Efficiency rating is offered by the Davey 
PowerMaster® ECO series. This product utilises an ingenious three-speed, 
brushless DC motor offering a choice of setting to suit the required application 
and runs very quietly at only 60.2 dba on ECO flow.

5) BIM MEP Aus
A quick update on progress – Unfortunately, negotiations with KarelCAD to get a good deal for PIA members appears to 
have stalled. The pricing and scope of supply from this vendor do not line up with our Industry expectations and Harry 
Katunar will discuss these problems with AMCA in the hope of achieving a more satisfactory outcome for members who are 
active in this sector.

4.2 Wilo Circulators
Now that Wilo Australia has joined PIA we are pleased to have received some information about the Wilo involvement in 
the European efforts to lift pump efficiencies in commercial applications. We have been advised that new EU requirements 
on the energy efficiency of pumps have been agreed and Wilo has provided a paper entitled:

What must be observed in terms of planning and tendering?
While we are not able to include this paper in the newsletter, the information will be posted on the PIA website.  WILO 
SE, with headquarters in Dortmund, Germany, is one of the leading manufacturers of pumps and pump systems for 
heating, cooling and air-conditioning. They also cover technology for water supply and sewage & drainage. The company 
is represented by more than 60 subsidiaries all over the world and employs more than 6,200 people worldwide. In 2010 
turnover amounted to 1.021,4 million Euros.
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PEOPLE in the INDUSTRY
30 years in the Queensland Pump Industry
We often hear about the changes at the top of companies, so it is nice to get a 
human interest story where the more things change, the more they stay the same. 

A NEW LIFE MEMBER

At the Annual dinner, Keith Sanders was inducted into the 
PIA as a Life member after nearly 40 years in the Industry. 
Before joining Paterson Simons (the Kelly & Lewis Agent in 
Singapore), Keith completed a training course at Mather & Platt 
in Manchester in January 1972. Pumps have been part of his 
business life since then. After spending 10 years in S E Asia, 
Keith came to Australia with Kelly & Lewis to the Factory in 
Springvale. His first introduction to APMA was in 1983, when 
he was nominated as a Councillor for TBJ and he served 
for 2 years. Later, when at Ajax Pumps, he again served as 
a Councillor and later as Vice-President from 1990 to 1993 
before taking up a role with KSB in Hong Kong & China. Keith 
now operates a small Consultancy business, focussing on 
technology training. He also served as President of PIA from 
2009 to 2011.

Kevin Cooke
Seldom do you hear of employees staying with 
one company for a long period of time, but Kevin 
Cooke has recently notched up 30 years with KSB 
Australia.  KSB Australia kept up a tradition from 
Ajax Pumps and maintains a 25-year Club –that 
has an annual reunion in recognition of employees 
who have been employed within the group for that 
length of time. Kevin has survived acquisitions and 
mergers to remain active in the submersible pump 
business. He commenced with Forrers in 1981 as 
a Motor Assembler. Kevin (affectionately known as 
Cookie to his mates) is based in the new Bundamba 
office and is now the Leading Hand in the Service 
Department.  His mechanical knowledge is not just 
limited to the pump industry – he is a mad keen car 
enthusiast.  Amongst his ‘toys’ are a ’76 Corvette, XY 
Ute, HJ panel van, XB sedan, ski boat and a motor 
bike.  This year he also participated in the 250kms 
Conquer Cancer ride in South East Qld on a pretty 
flash pushbike.



We take this opportunity to wish all members of 
the Pump Industry a safe & merry Christmas 
and best wishes for a successful year in 2012
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NEW PRODUCTS

Grundfos Stainless Steel Wastewater Pumps

The Grundfos range of SEV/SE/S wastewater pumps is designed to 
pump wastewater, process water seawater and unscreened sewage 
in aggressive environments. Their robust construction gives optimal 
protection against corrosion and erosion, making them ideal for water 
intake, industrial waste- water, and pumping near coastal areas.

The pump hydraulics are tough enough to handle solids and fibrous 
material and effectively resist clogging. The S series employs the 
Grundfos “SmartTrim” technology, which allows the impeller clearance 
to be adjusted to restore optimal efficiency, while the SE range has 
replaceable wear rings to ensure that the pump efficiency can be 
maintained over time in arduous applications.

New Members
1) Power Pumps & Engineering Pty Ltd
Power Pumps is based in Lonsdale, South Australia and employs 15 people that are 
engaged in a variety of engineering based solutions to their customers pumping needs. 
The team includes engineers, technicians and tradespeople who are supported by a well 
equipped factory. The modern workshop has machining, fabrication, fitting, painting and 
test facilities to provide a full range of services to customers in South Australia.

Forthcoming Events
21 February 2012 – General Meeting in Sydney

May 2012 – General Meeting in Tocumwal at Batescrew Pumps – A Coach trip (Date to be confirmed)

August 2012 – General Meeting in Brisbane with possible seminar (Date to be confirmed)

November 2012 – PIA Pump Exhibition in Melbourne (Date to be confirmed)

2) D P Pumps Australia Pty Ltd
This company recently joined PIA and is a new member based in Queensland. They supply vertical multistage pumps which 
are manufactured in Holland. These pumps comply with AS 4020 drinking water requirements. DP Australia also has the 
capability to build VFD booster systems for Water Supply & Irrigation markets.


