
Message from the President
I am pleased to report that PIA has now run another I & C course successfully, incorporating improvements in 
content and on the practical side with upgraded demonstration pumps. The register of  accredited graduates 
is also now on the PIA website.  Well done to all . . . . up-skilling our pump people is important for the Industry 
to survive.
Our recent technical and breakfast meetings have been well supported with enthusiastic participation by 
those in attendance. Our technical meeting in Adelaide was excellent– thanks to Steen Holm-Jensen and 
his team at Grundfos.

The Brisbane Brekkie meeting at KSB also went very well and we appreciate the effort of Dave Alexander to “throw another 
snag on the barbie”.  John Inkster was also influential in promoting the event to our Queensland colleagues. 
Councillor Frankie Camilleri from John Crane advised us he was leaving the Pump Industry and would be joining Oventrop 
GmbH & Co, a German valve manufacturer in August. Frankie made a positive contribution to PIA affairs and we wish him 
well in his new position. As a result, PIA filled the casual vacancy with a new Council Member – Peter Passalacqua from 
Grundfos.  With a strong background in operations and business planning, Peter will bring a new perspective to PIA council 
and we welcome him aboard. 
The good lady and I have managed to organise a vacation in the UK in October, where I will also be dropping in on the 
BPMA’s 75th Anniversary Gala  celebrations.  It will be good to catch up with the BPMA’s CEO,  Steve Schofield, who has 
been a valuable friend of PIA. I also hope to meet some of the glitterati of the British and Euro Pump community. A few words 
in my next annual report will let you know how things went in England’s green & pleasant land.
We should all be looking forward to the AGM and dinner in November; hopefully we will have survived the AFL and NRL silly 
season, but will keep the theme going a bit longer with the excitement of hosting the AGM at Essendon’s Windy Hill facility. 
Great views, see the City high rise skyline and enjoy the company of your Industry colleagues.
My day job is becoming increasingly busy and I am hoping this is the sign of an economic upturn.  Certainly in my Oil & Gas 
area, things seem to be on the improve.
Thought for the day: If a man speaks and there is no woman to hear him speak.  Is he still wrong?

Yours Sincerely,

Ron Astall
President – PIA

1) PIA Activities for the quarter
1.1 PIA General Meeting in Adelaide
The August PIA General Meeting was held in Adelaide at Grundfos  Pumps and was well attended with over 30 people. 
These included both members and visitors from the  trade,  from KBR Consultants and from the University of Adelaide. 
CEO, Steen Holm-Jensen welcomed everyone and outlined the Grundfos philosophy and values as a company. 

Daniel Clarkson then took the assembled 
throng into the plant where he demonstrated 
their test set up for vertical in-line pumps.  
Most impressive, with a range of quick 
change suction and discharge pipes, quick 
connect power modules and hydraulic 
clamping of the nozzles, Daniel was able to 
install, prime, hydro test and performance 
test, dewater, disconnect and produce a 
test log and curve in less than 5 minutes.
The presentations from BKB’s Tim Ewins 
and Scott Donoghue was particularly 
stimulating and highlighted a major 
enforcement shortfall in the Fire Protection 
sector.
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Many fire pump installations clearly do not meet the code in a number 
of areas and yet enforcement appears almost non-existent, with self 
certification being the effective norm.  As Scott correctly noted, this is a 
matter that has life and death implications. However, it seems to attract 
very little interest from Regulators with only haphazard enforcement.  
PIA has a duty to continue to push this issue.

Alan Rowan highlighted the importance of having competent pump 
installation and commissioning personnel and practices. He gave an 
interesting outline of PIA’s crusade on this issue with an overview of the 
comprehensive PIA I&C training course.

Finally, our President Ron Astall gave his now famous presentation on 
NPSH and how it is crucial to understand pump suction performance.  
The concept of Suction Specific Speed was discussed in some detail 
and he outlined how this parameter can be used as a tool at the 
process design stage to highlight potential problem applications, prior 
to specifying and purchasing pumps.

Grundfos graciously provided tasty refreshments at the close of 
proceedings and most attendees stayed on for up to an hour afterwards 
for lively discussions and social intercourse. Much appreciated.

1.2 PIA Breakfast Meeting – 7 September 2016
This was the first time PIA has organised a Breakfast meeting in Queensland. Some 17 members and guests joined a 
number of KSB staff to make up a total of 30 attendees. Dave Alexander acted at MC in the absence of John Inkster, and 
he gave an outline of PIA activities in this year’s Business Plan.

This was followed by two technical presentations from Richard Walker and Les Luke, which went down very well with those 
in attendance. Not only does this provide an opportunity for members to get the latest product information, but improves 
communication within the Industry, which may result in better solutions to application problems.

Paper 1

“Motor Efficiencies and Industry Trends”

Presenter - Richard Walker, Director, Sales 
& Marketing, WEG Australia

Paper 2

“Changing environments in Sewer 
networks - effects on pumping equipment.

Presenter - Les Luke, Queensland Branch 
Manager, KSB Australia

Once the formal part of the meeting was concluded, Dave grabbed the tongs and set about cooking the BBQ for everyone. 
Wear an apron next time Dave...... the hotplate has a nasty tendency to spatter!

Afterwards, people had a walk through the workshop. Most were not in a hurry to leave, which left a “networking” session 
going on in the workshop.
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2) Executive Officer Reports
a) Publications & Training - Alan Rowan
With the improvements to the pump system layout, including a separate pumpset to check level and alignment we ran a 
successful third Installation & Commissioning course in mid-September with eight participants.
Since the Winter Newsletter we have established a Register of Commissioning Personnel which can be accessed on our 
website www.pumps.asn.au. The register is a list of trained people who have successfully completed the PIA Installation & 
Commissioning course through their companies.
Work has begun on the next print run for the Pump Technical and Friction Handbooks. There will be some minor updates 
particularly to the Pump Technical Handbook together with small error corrections.

b) Standards - Ken Kugler
Ken has continued his dialogue with FPAA and we are please to advise a decision to become involved with a AS2941 Check 
List has been ratified by their management and technical committees. A working group was formed and after some feverish 
activity the Check List is now in format acceptable by the Fire Protection Association Australia and hopefully Standards 
Australia, for inclusion into the AS2941 Standard. It is expected our next step will be to modify this list to make it useful 
to AFAC, the body who represents Fire Brigades. AFAC has commented that the Brigade personnel who inspect and test 
Fire pump installations have extremely limited knowledge, and a list suitable to them is required. This may go some way to 
addressing compliance issues for firepumps in future.
Work on the Proposal to update AS2417 to match the current International document (ISO9906) is completed and subject 
to review prior to forwarding to stake holders.
Australian and International Standards – comments were submitted on a number of standards, in particular AS2118.1 
Sprinklers for fire protection, a mandatory document in which pump installations are specified. Standards have continued 
with their review of “Aged” standards with the recent advice that a number of flow measure standards are up for review.

1.3 Installation & Commissioning Training Course in September 2016
After a significant effort to promote the course, PIA 
was delighted to get 8 experienced guys attending 
the third edition of the program on 14 September 
at Link Pumps. This made the presentations more 
dynamic and both Ken Kugler and Keith Sanders 
found the interaction within the group was really 
beneficial . There had been a number of changes to 
the presentation and the practical was conducted in 
two sessions with 4 participants in each. The new 
format for the practical session seemed to work well 
and everyone got a lot out of the program.
Participants were Paul Johnson, Robert Hodder, Luke 
Micallef, Stuart Jay, Mark Brewer, Peter McCartney, 
Andrew Marr and Craig O’Farrell seen here with John 
& Ann Link and Ken Kugler. 

Hopefully they will join the list of certified installation & commissioning engineers on the PIA website.

1.4 PIA announces introduction of an “Innovation Award” for Members who invest 
 in new technology

The climate, geography and resource development potential in the Asia Pacific 
continue to present challenges for innovation to meet the environmental and economic 
circumstances of the region. Australia is ideally placed to capitalise on this potential, if 
businesses are prepared to tackle the task. To encourage this, Council has decided to 
introduce an Award which will be judged on an annual basis. Applications may be made 
by Australian based companies who can demonstrate that they have made a significant 
contribution to the Industry by introducing the most innovative pump, pumping system 
or similar pump related project to the market in the past 18 months (period Jan 2015 to 
June 2016). Full details are on the PIA website and we look forward to some really good 
submissions.
All entries will be treated with complete confidentiality by PIA Administration. Judges will 
be appointed by PIA Council and care will be taken to avoid any conflict of interest. The 
Award will be made on technical merit only with no reference to external issues. The 
decision will be announced at the Annual Dinner some come along.

Be the first company to win the Award because Monkey Media will be including a feature article on the winner in their 
December issue of Pump Industry, so get your applications in as soon as possible.
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3) Pump Market Overview
It is hoped that Government initiatives to encourage investment in new and more efficient plant and equipment will provide 
opportunities for new developments or upgrading pump stations in the future. Public Utility companies are certainly looking 
at this to contain costs of providing services, but grants and other incentives are slow in being rolled out at this time. 
Members are generally reporting that 2015/6 has been a tough period, but that their businesses have been restructured to 
meet the prevailing circumstances and things are improving as a result.

IbisWorld has issued a review in September of the current political situation in Australia. It does not paint a very positive 
picture in the short term, due to the narrow majority in the House of Reps and the current power wielded by minor parties in 
the Senate.  This can be provided to Members if they wish to look at the report.

4) Energy Efficiency Initiatives
As members will recall, work on the ERF initiative was suspended due to the Federal election, so unfortunately, not much 
has happened in the past 3 months as we all awaited the outcome.

However, we have been in contact with Albert Dessi, Assistant Director Energy Efficiency and have just been informed that 
2 draft documents have been issued by Dept of Environment. These will be circulated to members shortly by Kevin Wilson 
for input. Your comments will be important. We also hope that the decision to introduce an Award for Industry Innovation 
may encourage members to use their own resources to develop energy efficient solutions to pumping applications by 
introducing new technologies.

6) News from Members
6.1 PumpNseal
PUMPNSEAL Australia Pty Ltd is now an accredited Mechanical Seal Repair and Rebuild Centre for the AW Chesterton 
Company. Such accreditation is only given to those businesses that satisfy the stringent requirements of Chesterton for 
both process and service. This involves sourcing specific equipment, training personnel, access to drawings & standards, 
as well as maintaining dedicated clean room facilities. This ensures seals are repaired and tested to industry standards for 
both Chesterton products and other major seal brands.

6.2 PumpServ win pumps for Blacktown
Blacktown International Sportspark is a multi-purpose sports venue that was initially constructed to host the Baseball 
and Softball events during the 2000 Olympics held in Sydney.  Since then, the site has grown to include facilities for AFL, 
Athletics, Cricket and Soccer. The Sportspark is also utilised by sporting groups such as the Sydney Blue Sox (Australian 
Baseball League) and the Western Sydney Wanderers Football Club (Hyundai A-League).

cont. next page...

5) New Members
PIA welcomed a new Individual member recently. Kent Littler is based in WA and works with 
Shenton Pumps in Water & Electrical Services. His membership has been approved by Couuncil.

c) Marketing & Statistics - Keith Sanders
A summary of the IbisWorld report C2451 on the Pump & Compressor market in Australia has been used to prepare 
slide programs that have been presented at several General Meetings. This information has also been posted on the PIA 
website. The trends suggest that the overall market will not growing significantly over the next 5 years and much will depend 
on the Government’s ability to implement Infrastructure projects that are in the pipeline to provide any growth in demand 
for pumping equipment.
Routine work to promote PIA activities has continued and meetings in Adelaide, Brisbane resulted in good turnouts. We are 
grateful to Monkey Media for their assistance in promoting the September I&C course in Melbourne. Registrations were 
good; closer to our objectives for increasing the number of people who can be listed on the PIA website as “competent”. 
The next major event will be the AGM and Dinner at Windy Hill, the traditional home of “The Bombers” and a flyer for this 
will be released shortly.
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As part of this development, Pumpserv co-ordinated the equipment for the pump 
station required for the irrigation needs of the site. A triplex Lowara 316 stainless 
steel booster set with an Inca control panel and variable speed drives for each of 
the 11kW motors was selected. Additional equipment included a Filtaworx stainless 
steel automatic cleaning water filter, a Davey Steriflo UV disinfection unit as well as 
all 316 Stainless Steel pipework in the pump station (most of which was fabricated 
onsite). Pumpserv supplied the components required for this installation ensured that 
the project was completed on time and within the budget allocated,  thus delivering 
Greater Western Sydney this addition to the top class sporting venue.

6.3 United Pumps - A blast from the Past
United Pumps CEO, Les Boelckey, recently made 
a trip to the Kimberleys. During this time, he visited 
the PumpHouse Restaurant which came highly 
recommended. A man has to eat.....
However, the highlight for a past president of PIA and 
a long-standing pump man, was of course the location. 
The restaurant is housed in the Ord River Pumping 
Station. The three pumps installed there were supplied 
by Harland Engineering Australia in1963.

The United business has grown out of this Industrial heritage. Each unit is a 48 inch adjustable blade propeller pump rated 
for 15,340 m3/h, with 350kW drivers. For anyone wishing to try out the place, you can see the background and history in 
the “Restaurant History” section. Website – http://www.thepumphouserestaurant.com/

6.4 Davey wins GUD Safety Award
Two Davey entries in the 2016 GUD Safety Excellence Awards 
were announced as winners of their respective award categories 
on 19 August. Congratulations to Davey Marketing for winning the 
Business Initiative Award with the Play Safe Bingo program and to 
Ivan Kish for winning the Individual Award for his R&D Electrical 
Safety efforts.

The Davey team (L to R): 
James Coad, Steven Griffin, James Clifford, Faisal Siddiqi, 
Dora Caffieri, Harry Petropoulos, Ivan Kish, Peter Adamovskis, 
John Von, Clinton Harvie, Tony Lam and Khalid Mahmood.

6.5 Milton Roy introduces E.R.I.C.
This new metering pump from Milton Roy incorporates a number of features that should be of 
interest to users including high efficiency, responsiveness and control. The unit is available in 
two configurations, manual and enhanced, to meet individual client requirements and has the 
capability to interface with a variety of analogue and digital devices. 

ERIC metering pumps are certified to NSF 61 ensuring pumps are safe to use with chemicals 
being injected into the water treatment process.

Icepro are the Australian Agents for Milton Roy and launched this product to the Water industry at 
the recent WIOA Bendigo conference/exhibition and have this pump in stock now. 

For more information, please contact: www.icepro.com.au or phone 03 9028 2418

6.6 Pump Engineers
Pump Engineers (Australia) Pty Ltd advise they have been appointed Australian distributors for the Jung HYGHSPIN range 
of twin screw pumps. The HYGHSPIN Basic pumps are suitable for use with free-flowing products with its high suction 
performance up to 300 m3/h. No additional pump for CIP cleaning is required, which offers considerable time and cost 
savings. They are particularly suited to the Food & Beverage industry as well as many Pharmaceutical applications and 
carry EHEDG, 3-A & Atex certification. The HYGHSPIN Basic is available in block design in sizes 50, 70 and 90, and with 
bare shaft configuration in sizes 70, 90 and 125, offering delivery pressure up to 35 bar.

For more information please visit www.pumpengineers.com.au
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8) Forthcoming Events Diary
8.1 AGM
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 8 November in the Legends Room of the Windy Hill Club. The meeting will 
start at 4.30 pm and a formal notice will be sent to members with the Agenda and any resolutions that might need to be passed 
to bring our Constitution into line with current requirements. This is your opportunity to show your support or to request changes 
to the way PIA is operating. 

Typically the program will include the Presidents Report, PIA Financial Reports and Council Elections. Please bear in mind, 
members MUST be financial to be nominated for any position and members must also be financial if they wish to vote on 
any resolution. If you have not received an invoice from Kevin Wilson, please let him know. Subscriptions are due by end of 
September 2016.

8.2 Annual Dinner
The Dinner will be held immediately following the AGM, when we will move to the Hi-Marque Room for pre-dinner drinks at 6.30 
pm. This room is on the second floor and has great views over the Essendon Cricket Oval through to  the city skyline. There is 
ample off street parking at the venue and there is a lift to the Function Rooms. We are planning for a good night so please book 
your place early as capacity is limited. 

It is intended that the winner of the Innovation award will be announced at the Dinner and the award will be presented on the 
night. If you have entered, then it could be you!

Note from the Editor

This is the last newsletter before the AGM and we encourage all members to think 
about their expectations from the Association for 2017. We welcome your input to 
make the activities of PIA more relevant to your needs, so speak up if you have some 
concerns. Feedback is very important. 

Thanks for your ongoing support, Keith Sanders.

7) Global Pump Industry Gossip
The following snippets are from recent news releases issued by World Pumps and other sources:- 

7.1 Pentair plc has reached an agreement to sell its Valves & Controls business to Emerson in a US$3.15 billion deal.

When the transaction closes, Pentair’s business will consist of three segments: Water Quality Systems, Flow & 
Filtration Solutions, and Technical Solutions.

7.2 Grundfos is bringing together its three South Korean sales and production subsidiaries – Grundfos Pumps Korea,   
ChungSuk and Keum Jung Industrial – into one company. The move is designed to give Grundfos better market 
coverage, higher brand awareness and greater flexibility towards customers.


