
Message from the President
PIA has had a very busy first quarter, with a number of activities designed to engage with members 
and get the year off to a brisk start. The Business Plan for 2016 has been approved and the budget 
adjusted to take into account some additional expenses envisaged as a result of recent decisions. 
These include support for initiatives to promote the adoption of ISO 9906-2012 to Standards Australia 
as the basis for performance testing of roto-dynamic pumps and work with the Dept of Environment  
on Emissions Reduction Fund issues. 
We welcome Jamie Dixon of White International to Council and look forward to working with him on 
matters contained in the Business Plan. His appointment was confirmed in March this year.

It is important that members do their best to support the programs organised for the rest of 2016. Attendance at recent 
meetings has been good but there is always room for improvement. Please come along to meetings in your State and 
get an update on progress against our objectives for this year. The next meeting is in Perth on 10 May 2016. I hope 
to see you there.

Yours Sincerely,

Ron Astall
President – PIA

1) PIA Activities for the quarter
1.1 PIA General Meeting in Brisbane at Riverside Receptions - Brisbane
John Inkster did a very good job to encourage more than 40 people to attend the Brisbane meeting which he chaired in the 
absence of Ron Astall. In addition to the normal PIA business, Keith Sanders presented a brief outline of the most recent Ibis-
World report - Pump & Compressor Manufacturing in Australia. 
We were pleased to have Anthony Domanti – Principal Water Engineer (WSP / Parsons Brinckerhoff) deliver a case study 
entitled “LEARNINGS FROM PUMP WITNESS TESTING -A GERMAN EXPERIENCE”. 

The presentation covered a number of issues:-
• How flow versus head (Q-H) and Net Positive Suction Head (NPSH) performance 
 curves of the pumps are tested and recorded; potential pitfalls. 
• How to clearly document pump testing requirements to avoid confusion on 
  determining satisfactory results.
• Benefits of implementing a double volute pump construction while minimising 
  “ragging”.
• Clarifying confusion and common industry misinterpretations of NPSH and its 
  significance.

1.2 Installation & Commissioning Training Course in Melbourne
The second course was run at Link Pumps on 25 February 
and this was again quite well supported. Alan Rowan, 
Ken Kugler and Fred Van Ross acted as mentors for the 
participants and all were required to pass a questionnaire 
on the contents of the course. Feedback suggests we need 
to make some changes to the practical part of the course to 
demonstrate some issues of best practice. The course will 
be under review for continuous improvement so that the 
recommendations of the theoretical program are reinforced 
in the practical session. The next course is scheduled for 25 
May 2016 at Link Pumps, so look out for more information 
this April.
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1.3 Breakfast Meeting of 2016 at Carlton Cafe
An early start for about 30 PIA members and guests proved to be  worthwhile effort to attend the Technical Meeting arranged 
on 3 March 2016. With 3 stimulating presentations under direction of Ron Astall as MC, we hopefully provided everyone with 
some snippets of information that will prove useful in their daily business activities. Thanks to everyone who participated in 
this event, as we can only continue to organise them if we get a strong attendance to cover costs.

1.4 PIA General Meeting in Sydney on 16 March
Some 25 Sydney members were treated to interesting presentations at the General Meeting at the Bankstown Golf Club. It 
has been the Councils aim to make these meetings less procedural  and concentrate on updating members about the PIA 
program. Ron Astall outlined the Business Plan for this year and Keith Sanders backed this up with a presentation based on 
the 2016 Ibis-World report on Pumps & Compressor Manufacture in Australia. A summary of this information is contained 
in Section 3 of this newsletter.

This was followed by 3 presentations by members who volunteered to share information about topics that we hope are of 
interest to members at large, as we all grapple with change in the pump  market.

Cameron Shaw of Franklin Electric presented a paper on Operation & Maintenance of submersible 
motors for boreholes. Cameron has been Technical Service Manager with Franklin for 7 years and 
outlined the experience of the company on operational issues with electro-submersible motors. When 
one realises that the motors operate significant distances below ground, the most important factors 
are related to heat dissipation and selection of materials of construction to ensure a long operation 
life in the operational environment. Franklin Australia regularly provide hands-on-experience and 
expertise to water engineers via their own training programs.
For additional information please visit www.franklin-electric.com.au/training.

Rory Paltridge – Team Leader, Tenders & Projects in ABB Motors & Generators is an Electrical 
Engineer with over 6 years’ experience in the electric motor industry.
His presentation focussed on the features and benefits of ABB’s Synchronous Reluctance motor + 
drive packages, namely extremely high efficiency and cooler running, leading to reduced operating 
costs and increased reliability.

For something completely different, Nic Eddy outlined some management tools that can be very 
effective in managing staff and setting clear objectives. With over 25 years experience consulting 
and coaching Board members, CEOs and executives, Nic  brought a pragmatic focus, working with 
managers to assist them identify effective strategies for getting important jobs done. This is achieved 
by developing a 3 year vision that plots a pathway to staff selection and motivation, because everyone 
understands the “end game” and their contribution to make it happen. Well worth listening to!

White International has gone through some organisational restructuring since the retirement of Lee Lynch in December 
2015. David Simpson - Product Manager at WI outlined the new structure of the company owned by Lonsyd Group, 
with particular emphasis on pumping systems. WI has renewed its direct relationship with DAB, importing directly the 
latest ranges of DAB technologically advanced products and also remains a strong distributor of Zenit products in 
Australia. The house-brand of Bianco is under continuous development to improve quality & reliability as well as being 
incorporated in locally assembled packages.

cont. next page...
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2) Executive Officer Reports
a) Publications & Training – Alan Rowan

Alan has been heavily engaged with the ongoing development of the Installation & Commissioning Training course being 
offered by PIA. While the latest course held in February was an improvement on the original course, there are still a few 
wrinkles in the material to be smoothed out and some modifications made to the rig used for alignment & performance 
assessment. Alan will be working in these issues before the next course is run in May 2016.

b) Standards – Ken Kugler

ISO9906 was revised and re-published in 2012. The Hydraulics Institute in the US also issued a new pump test standard 
ANSI/HI 14.6-2011. This HI standard is identical to ISO9906 hence a major reason for the Australian Standard to be 
updated to bring it in line with the rest of the world. Over the following month the major focus will be the submitting a 
proposal to Standards Australia for the upgrading of AS2417-2001. This standard was based on ISO9906-1999 which is 
now superseded. It was, in fact, a complete “text adoption” of the earlier ISO standard.

The PIA will make a submission for a “direct text adoption” of ISO9906-2012, in doing so we require Stakeholder support 
from other organizations involved in pumps. We are currently approaching similar organisations to achieve this objective. If 
any members can provide names in some other organisations they work with, please contact Ken.

The PIA is also supporting the FPAA in their proposal for changes to AS1851 Fire Protection equipment maintenance and 
AS2406 fire water tanks in an effort to reduce duplication.

c) Marketing & Statistics – Keith Sanders

The main task is directed towards analysis of the Ibis-World reports that may provide information that is useful to members 
in developing their strategy for future business. A pdf of this presentation has been forwarded to Kevin Wilson and is 
available in the PIA website. 

Obviously editing the newsletter is another important task, as we hope it provides members who are unable to attend 
meetings with information and allow them to contribute with comments and opinions if they have any concerns about the 
direction the Association is taking. Don’t be frightened to send a letter to the Editor if you wish your opinion to be aired.

We try to keep in touch with other Associations with aligned aims and objectives. PIA is willing to provide speakers to present 
at seminars when pump topics may be of interest and again, we ask members to make suggestions on who might wish to 
have this sort of contribution to improve the general understanding of how pumps and systems operate. Ron recently made 
a presentation to Engineers Australia in Sydney, which was very well received.

The meeting adjourned to the bar for some friendly exchanges on the state of the Industry at the moment and networking 
with other members.

Malcolm Robertson of Robertson Technology outlined the methodology of continuous performance 
monitoring using temperature sensing at suction and discharge of the pump.The equipment is 
relatively easy to install. It measures key operating data in existing pump stations.This approach is 
very accurate and Malcolm discussed case studies which had led to fault diagnosis and performance 
gains.

PIA has recently been approached by the Dept of Environment to contribute to policy development 
for Energy Reduction programs. Keith Sanders has been appointed to liaise with the Technical 
Working Group looking at the Industrial Equipment Upgrading approach. This may be able to reduce 
power consumption by improving pump system efficiency in existing installations. Keith looked at 
initiatives being employed in Europe and USA to provide a background to members on existing 
approaches. This project is in the early stages, but may provide opportunities for members to look at 
refurbishment projects for users of large pumping equipment down the track. 
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3) Pump Market Overview
Ibis-World has released a new edition (2016)  of C2451 – Pump & Compressor Manufacturing in Australia. While the full 
content of this report is not available to members, the following information is provided for consideration by members as 
they develop strategies for future business activities.

Key Statistics
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Key Trends that are evident:

• There was virtually no growth in revenue between 2014-5 and 2015-6.

• Centrifugal Pumps represent 45%, positive displacement pumps 25% and compressors approx 15% of 
revenue.

• There has been no major change in the spread of products across the major market segments identified.

• Imports grew marginally while exports were static during the 2015-16 period. Imported pumps continue to 
increase as a percentage of total domestic demand and domestic production is on the decline.

• Future growth potential is regarded to be low, at approx 1% per annum for the next 5 years.

A more comprehensive analysis is available on the PIA website in pdf format. For more information, please contact our 
Secretary, Kevin Wilson. It is recognised that members may require some more detailed information and PIA is willing 
to undertake specific assignments to provide more detailed analysis for individual members based on these and other 
reports that are available.

5) New Members
5.1 An application for membership has been received from Icepro (Jeremy Hicks ex Waterdos). As all conditions for 

membership were met, Council voted to accept Icepro as a full member.

5.2 An application for membership has been received from DTB Pumps (Grant Burge). As all conditions for membership 
were, met Council voted to accept DTB Pumps as a full member.

6) News from Members

6.1 - Welcome to Jamie Dixon as Councillor -
At the teleconference on 10 March, Council ratified the appointment of Jamie Dixon of White International to the casual 
vacancy which occurred at the November 2015 AGM. 
In many ways Jamie grew up in the Industry spending most of his life working with pumps and plumbing in general through 
his families plumbing business in Rural NSW. In 2004, he took a position inr a small environmental industry company in North 
Sydney. He later started his own business before returning to study. After this, Jamie went to China and Taiwan, working for 
several pump manufacturers to help them understand the requirements of Western companies. In 2012 he took up the position 
of National Sales Manager - Pumps for White International. Jamie was more recently appointed  to lead the  Global Sourcing 
and Technical projects team for pumps at the company. 

6.2 Hydro Innovations introduce the EDUR system in Australia
A single “DAF Pump” is able to replace the entire air bubble system on DAF [Dissolved Air Flotation] plants, according to 
authorised distributor of EDUR in Australia, Hydro Innovations.
By using EDUR® Multiphase 
pump technology, asset 
owners can replace the 
compressor, air saturation 
[pressure] vessel, control 
system and multistage pump 
with a single pump that 
can replicate [or improve] 
the performance of the 
“conventional” system. The 
EDUR pump is set up the 
same as a conventional 
pump, to draw liquid from the 
“clean” side of the DAF tank, 
but it also draws atmospheric 
air into its suction line instead 
of using a compressor for 
this task. “Standard” pumps 
are not capable of handling 
air in this way. The air is mixed with the water as it moves through the pump, and the air goes into solution as it is saturated 
under pressure. For more information please contact the website: info@hydroinnovations.com.au



7) Global Pump Industry Gossip
The following snippets are from recent news releases issued by World Pumps:-

Dec 2015 - Sulzer has named Gregoire Poux-Guillaume as its new CEO from 1 December 2015. Mr. Poux-Guillaume, 
aged 45, served as president and CEO of Alstom Grid from 2011 until 2015, when GE completed the acquisition of Alstom’s 
grid business at that time

Feb 2016 - Italian rating agency Cerved Group has selected Zenit Italy as a “Company to Watch” in the pump sector. 
The 2015 “Company to Watch” list includes companies that stand out from their competitors and in their market, both for their 
business and financial performance. Headquartered in San Cesario sul Panaro, Modena, Italy, Zenit specialises in electric 
submersible pumps for domestic/residential, agriculture/livestock farming, industrial and wastewater treatment applications.

Feb 2016 - BPMA launches new website - www.bpma.org.uk - Designed ‘from the ground up’, the new site has undergone 
much more than a cosmetic facelift, it has been configured to be more user-friendly with many new features being added, as 
well as a major overhaul of existing features.

Feb 2016 - BPMA celebrates 75th anniversary with gala dinner - To celebrate 75 years of service to the pump industry, 
the British Pump Manufacturers Association (BPMA) will be staging a gala dinner at the De Vere Heythrop Park Resort, 
Oxfordshire, on Thursday 6th October 2016. 

March 2016 - Weir Minerals invests in new technical centre in Australia - Weir Minerals has acquired the business 
and certain assets of a pipe loop facility in Port Melbourne, Australia from Golder Associates to advance its tailings and 
pipeline solutions capability. Known as Weir Technical Centre (WTC), it will focus on the continuous development of Weir 
Minerals solutions to utilise and manufacture tailings based products, as well as the design of pipeline transport systems. The 
Melbourne-based team will be part of the specialist tailings treatment unit of Weir Minerals Netherlands.
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8) Forthcoming Events
8.1 Breakfast Meeting in Adelaide - 14 April 2016
Unfortunately this event has had to be postponed and will be re-scheduled for later in the year, possibly in July. Anyone based in 
Adelaide who would like to assist in organising this event is encouraged to contact Kevin Wilson or Ron Astall.

8.2 Council & General Meeting in Perth - 10 May 2016
As  a National Association, Council remains committed to reaching out to members in WA, to better understand their specific needs 
and hopefully to encourage important clients in the State to join us for meaningful discussion on issues of importance. This time we  
shall be holding our meeting at 4.30 pm at John Crane Training Centre in Canning Vale.

8.3 Installation & Commissioning Course in Melbourne - 25 May 2016 at Link Pumps
A further delivery of this important training course which is designed to enhance the skills of Industry colleagues to undertake such 
work employing best practice and optimizing performance.

8.4 Breakfast Meeting in Sydney - 16 June 2016
In an early planning stage but will follow a similar format to recent Breakfast Meeting in Melbourne. If any Member or Associate 
Member has a technical presentation that they believe will be of interest please notify Kevin Wilson or Ron Astall.

Note from the Editor

Remember this is your newsletter and we encourage contributions from everyone 
providing they meet PIA guidelines. Articles and photos are welcome, but no advertising 
is accepted.


