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The PIA Expo – 9/10th October at the Whitehorse Centre

It is some 14 years since PIA organised a Pump Expo and it was nice to see that some 17 member 
companies were prepared to support this initiative, particularly in the uncertain business climate that 
our Industry faces.

The main exhibition 
stands were set up in 
the Waratah Room 
and John Link took 
charge of setting up 
a “Pump Museum” 
where we were able to 
display a wide variety 
of pumping equipment 
most of which was 
designed and made in 
Australia.

Message from the President
I would like to begin by saying a big thank you to past President, Harry Katunar, the PIA Council, 
our team of Executive Offices and our Secretary for a very successful year in 2012 by any 
measure. As most of you know, Harry has been appointed to a key role with KSB’s Valve Division 
in China, but I would like to add my own congratulations and pass on my best wishes to Harry for 
his future success.

John Inkster of Brown Bothers Engineers has been elected as Vice President and we will be 
sitting down together to prepare a business plan & budget for 2013, which  we hope will continue to take the 
Association forward in meeting member expectations. If you have any ideas or suggestions for the association 
activities, please contact me or any of the PIA team. We need your input to understand what our members 
really want.

PIA is pleased to welcome Martin O’Connor of KSB Australia to the Council, along with previous Councillors, 
John Link, Geoff Harvey, Alan Rowan and Keith Sanders. Brad Antrim and Michael Bauer did not nominated 
for 2013, but we appreciated their contribution during 2012. This leaves two vacancies on the Council and we 
are keen to fill these so that we get a diversity of opinion in our deliberations on the policy direction for PIA. 
We are considering who to approach but if you are interested, please contact Kevin Wilson and get involved.

In closing, I would like to pass on my best wishes to all for the festive season and for the New Year. Relax, 
unwind and most of all, stay safe.

Ron Astall
President
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On the first day, we ran a series of Seminars on topics of potential interest  for pump users and we had a reasonable audience 
of 20-25 participants.

These seminars were expertly presented and well received by those attending. Thanks to everyone for their participation and the 
effort they put into the program.

It is encouraging to note that all the stands at the Expo were very well designed and were a credit to the companies for their 
professionalism. To acknowledge this effort, PIA awarded a prize for the best stand design and this was won by John Crane 
Seals. Frankie Camilleri was presented with the trophy at the Annual Dinner on 22 November. In the lucky “business card draw” 
the prize was won by Grant Strange of Davey Water Products. While we did not attract a very large attendance from pump users 
and consultants, the event was helpful in getting a number of PIA members together and some good business connections were 
made within the Association for the future. We also got some valuable feedback on how to do better next time!

Award to Dr Bruce Sharp – Life Member.
At the recent AGM, Ron was pleased to advise members present that Bruce 
Sharp had received an award from the Noor of Buayan (in the Philippines) who 
had bestowed the rank and title of Knight on him for his services to the local 
community.  Ron congratulated Bruce on behalf of the Association and 
invited him to say a few words.   

AGM and Annual Dinner
This year we were fortunate to get a booking at Graduate House for the AGM 
and Dinner. This proved to be an excellent venue for both events and the 
organisation went very smoothly. We are grateful to Rosie Ellul and her team for 
their cooperation on the day.  

The AGM was attended by some 30 members and we thank them for their 
attendance. Harry Katunar delivered his Presidents Report. An abbreviated 
version of Harry’s report is provided below, but the full report is available on the 
website for those who were unable to be there on the day.

Topic Presenter Company

Are you running your pumps too slowly? Ron Astall United Pumps Australia

ErP directive on MEPS for pumps in EU David Kerridge Wilo Australia Pty Ltd

Progress in MEPS for Pumps in Australia Ian McNicol Sustainability Victoria

Developments in small pumping systems Ashley White Davey Water Products

Innovative vacuum pumping systems David Hobson Emtivac Engineering

VSD’s in pumping systems Bou Spithoven CAP Industries
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The President’s Report 2012
2011/2012 has been another busy year for PIA. My thanks to all of you who have contributed towards our successful 
seminars and events during the year.  We have actively worked towards providing services and support to our existing 
members, as well as growing our membership, with the addition of 12 new members over the past year. We welcome new 
members big and small on board and look forward always to feedback on how we can add value to your membership.

Our meeting schedule this year included:  
• February 2012- Bankstown Golf Club, Sydney – Our thanks to White International.
• May 2012- Tocumwal Victoria– Our thanks to Batescrew for their hospitality. 
• August 2012 – Brisbane Riverside Centre – Thanks to all members that attended.
• November 2012 – AGM and annual dinner at Melbourne University.

It’s exciting to see the successful launch of a world class magazine dedicated to our local industry. The Pump Industry Magazine, 
published by Chris Bland of Monkey Media has set a high standard with the first issue. I encourage members to support Chris in 
his new venture by advertising in future issues, and providing interesting stories on projects, products and people. 

We have increased profile of the Pump Industry by engaging in dialogue with Government Departments and other Industry Groups. 
• We held 2 Industry breakfast meetings. One was held at Carlton Football Club featured The Hon. Richard Dalla Riva, 

Victorian Minister for Manufacturing.  A second Breakfast meeting was held on 10 July when Brenda Pritchard provided 
members with the latest information on training programs for Industry and Government support for training costs.

• The Brisbane Resources Seminar in August attracted over 60 participants who saw some excellent papers presented on 
new technology for the mining and oil & gas industries.

• The October Pump Industry Exhibition, held at the Whitehorse Centre in Melbourne attracted acceptable attendance from 
members and non-members over 2 days.

Other initiatives include:-
• Continued dialogue with BMPA
• Attending meetings with AMCA on the introduction on Building Industry Modeling.
• Maintaining our relationships with AIRAH, Engineers Australia & the Fan Industry.
• Working with AIG, ICN, Sustainability Victoria and the E3 Committee.
• Discussions with Irrigation Australia on proposed changes to legislation that may affect pump servicing.

We continue to play an active role in new developments and changes that may impact on our members.

Best wishes to my successor who will be supported by a strong experienced council, and an effective team of executive 
officers. The PIA is well positioned to serve your interests for the next 12 months and beyond.  

Harry Katunar

After the formal proceedings, Members were given a stimulating presentation by Craig Leaney on the topic of 
“Maintaining sales momentum in a changing market”. Good job Craig... it went down very well.

The Annual Dinner
This was attended by more 
than 60 members and guests 
and was a very nice evening.

The formal dinner was served 
in a relaxed atmosphere 
and background music was 
provided by a woodwind quintet 
throughout the evening. Plenty 
of opportunity to catch up with 
old friends and enjoy good 
food, good wine and good 
company.

If you have any suggestions 
for a venue for 2013, please 
contact Kevin Wilson.
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INDUSTRY NEWS
1) New Test Facility for Dosing Pumps in Queensland
Grundfos Pumps has recently installed a new state-of-the-art dosing 
system test rig, providing increased testing capabilities, in their 
facilities at Ormeau, Queensland. The addition of a new test rig allows 
for two complete dosing skids to be tested at the same time, as well as 
having the ability to perform fully

function testing on any polymer system. The new test rig has a flow 
capacity 10,000 lph and utilises recycled water, from the test water 
tank with a capacity of 5,000 litres.

Grundfos’ Production Manager in Ormeau, Graeme Weir, says, “Whilst 
the new test rig has been installed, our old test rig is still fully operational, meaning 
we have the ability to test three dosing skids during times of high workloads”.

2) White International
White International informed PIA recently that their Principal, CNP in China, had entered into a joint venture agreement with 
Tsurumi to manufacture submersible drainage and sewage pumps to meet the needs of the rapidly growing home and overseas 
markets. CNP also announced that they had just broken earth on their new $42 million dollar factory in Changsha China.

3) Dynapumps move to new premises in Sydney
Dynapumps New South Wales announced a recent move from Blacktown to 
new, larger premises in Seven Hills. The new office is located just half an hour 
from the city, easily accessible from the M2/M7. The new premises will allow 
them to increase capacity particularly for the Flo-Max range which are locally 
manufactured.  

“These expansions enable us to facilitate the growth of our business and provide 
clients with the necessary resources to offer a complete pressure and vacuum 
solution to their pump requirements.” Jim Ellery, Director. 

Dynapumps NSW details are now as follows:

5 / 6 Stanton Road
Seven Hills NSW 2147
(08) 9624 7888   (08) 9624 7999

Association Activities
1) Firepump Standard AS 2941
 Ken Kugler has reported that the latest draft is nearly complete and should be ready for public comment in a few weeks. 

Once the document is published, PIA plan to hold seminars to highlight the changes to members and help to achieve a 
uniform interpretation of the new requirements

2) ATS  for Rainwater pumps
 Members will recall that PIA worked on a draft ATS to provide some minimum technical requirements for pumps used 

in Rainwater harvesting. While this draft was submitted to Standards Australia, not much has happened in the last 12 
months. We now need to determine if further action is required to get this ATS established and provide a better basis 
for ensuring quality and reliability for products used in these domestic situations. Members are invited to express 
their opinions by contacting Kevin Wilson. It is basically a “go” or “no- go” decision. Council plans to contact RWHA to 
ascertain if they still perceive a need for this ATS and a decision will be reached at the next Council meeting in February 
2013. 

3) PIA handbooks 
– Work is continuing on the updates and the new editions will be ready for sale in the second quarter of 2013

4) Pump Industry Magazine – Council has concluded an agreement with Monkey Media to produce an e- magazine and 
a printed magazine called “Pump Industry”. Chris Bland is your contact for editorial and advertising. We hope members 
will support this initiative, which should help raise the profile of the Pump Industry in Australia. 
Chris Bland [chris.bland@monkeymedia.net.au]
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INDUSTRY NEWS continued
4) Pentair introduce a new Firefighter
Powered by the Honda petrol engine, the purpose built Onga 
Blazemaster models will provide you with water in the event 
that the electricity supply is isolated. Strong and robust, the 
Onga range of engine drive pumps are ideal for water transfer, 
tank filling, irrigation, emergency stand by and fire fighting.

These lightweight portable pumps include a large carry handle 
for ease of handling coupled to the Honda engine, which is very 
easy to start and have excellent fuel economy. For residents 
who already have an engine driven pump, Pentair recommend 
that you service the engine and check the hoses. 

A complete range of accessories including hose kits and roll 
frames are also available.

5) Superior Pump Technologies press release
Superior Pump Technologies have been appointed Asia Pacific 
distributor of Turner-Unidrive industrial gearboxes. These US 
built multi-speed units cover range of 10-1000 HP with torques 
up to 40,000 lb-in and offer the following features:-  

• Positive speed selection with thousands of ratio combinations
• Lower cost per output HP
• Industry proven design & manufacturing methods
• Manual, pneumatic and electrical shifting

6) Versa-Matic Pumps launches new Mobile App
Versa-Matic, a leading brand of Air Operated Double-
Diaphragm (AODD) pumps, recently launched a unique 
mobile application specifically designed to support Air 
Operated Double Diaphragm (AODD) pumps. The new mobile 
application from Versa-Matic will help AODD pump owners 
quickly and easily find the tools needed to support pumps 
installed in the field, as well as pumps currently being built and 
shipped. For more information on the mobile application, visit 
www.versamatic.com/mobileapps.asp



We take this opportunity to wish all members of 
the Pump Industry a safe & merry Christmas 
and best wishes for a successful year in 2013
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• Old Pump Men never die..... they just get re-cycled!
One of the important things to remember is a good work/life balance. It 
is therefore gratifying to report that two “Old Pumpy’s” took part in the 
Great Victorian Bike Ride which went from Lakes Entrance to Phillip 
Island this year. Jim Fotiniotis of Pump Engineers has long been known 
as a gun sportsman and he completed the whole 590 km event over nine 
days. Keith Sanders, somewhat older and more rotund, chose the lesser 
challenge of joining at Yarragon for a three day ride of some 208 km. 

This event took in some of the Gippsland high country and there were 
some spectacular views along the way. Plenty of hills, some cold 
mornings  and, of course, a couple of cleansing ales in the Grand Ridge 
Brewery at Mirboo North were all part of the cycling experience.

Jim has signed up for next year which starts at Murray Bridge and ends in Geelong. Keith is less adventurous and will take 
part in the MS ride in Melbourne in Feb 2013. This is about 45 km and attracts a strong following to raise funds for MS 
research. Why not sponsor Keith as part of Tour de MS team with a $10 donation on the MS website?
www.msmelbournecycle.org.au

• Fresh faces for Pentair
Pentair has recently recruited some new faces in the last two months.

HARMONIE SCOTT - Product Manager – Flow Technologies. 
After completing her MBA in 2006, Harmonie joined Wilo Pumps as an Area Sales Manager. 
In October 2012, Harmonie joined Pentair as Product Manager for Flow Technologies. Her 
extensive background in the pump industry should be invaluable to the growth and expansion of 
the Pentair pump range. 

DAN WEEKES - Account Manager – Queensland
Prior to joining Pentair in November 2012, Dan was a Technical Sales and Service Manager for 
a Pump and Electrical Motor Centre. Skilled at working in a fast paced environment and building 
long term relationships, we are sure Dan will be a highly valued asset to the Pentair team

EDITORIAL NOTE: 
Please keep the articles coming, even though we have the new support from Monkey Media.
I communicate regularly with Chris to ensure we are not covering the same ground. Your newsletter 
will focus more on policy issues within PIA, local business expansions, products and people with no 
advertising space.

All the best for 2013

Keith Sanders

NEWS on ‘PUMP PEOPLE’


