
1) PIA Activities for the quarter
1.1 Technical Meeting in Sydney on 21 February 2017
Some 25 people attended this meeting at the Rydalmere facility of Hydro Innovations. There they have a very impressive 
training room and hydraulic test facility to demonstrate the operation of their self priming packaged systems. It has been set up 
as a component of their dedicated training centre and is designed to feel as though you are actually in a pump station. 

Dave Alexander gave a brief presentation on the PIA business plan for 2017 but the majority 
of the meeting was given over to technical presentations.

David Goodchild from ABB, assisted by colleague Prasanna Santhanam, presented a paper 
on Vertical Gear-Motor drives, focusing on the ABB vertical gear motor-VGM, a highly efficient 
drive package for low-speed vertical pumping applications with high power requirements. 

The concept of Life Cycle Costs were addressed in Keith Sander’s presentation, calculating 
the “total cost of ownership” of a plant rather than focus only on the initial capital cost of the 
installation. A simple worked example was presented, which demonstrated how running cost 
can be a more significant factor with various pump & pipeline  options calculated over a 
period of 5 years.

Garry Grant gave a presentation on Hydro Innovation’s products and the successes they’ve 
had with difficult applications. By accepting the challenge and “putting their money where 
their mouth is” they were able to convince a client that their solution could out-perform the 

previous installation and reduce blockage frequency. 

The meeting ended with a social gathering, where members could get up close and personal with the demonstration equipment, 
while enjoying a beverage and refreshments laid on by Gary and his team.
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Autumn Edition

PIA President’s Welcome
If the first quarter is anything to go by, Pump Industry Australia can expect a busy nine months, 
as we have an ambitious schedule of events to follow. Years of industry insight was put to good 
use when the PIA leadership team assembled for Council conference call meetings firming up the 
business plan to provide opportunities for members to network with Industry colleagues, with a 
particular emphasis on Education & Training. We would also like to extend our reach in the market 
and engage with like-minded Associations during 2017. 

Our first Technical Meeting at Hydro Innovations in Sydney on February 21 was well received. 
A more detailed report is included in the newsletter, but I thank Gary Grant and his team for 
extending this excellent facility to PIA for the event. Good to see some old faces in attendance 
and we hope they found it interesting.

The following day, Alan Rowan conducted the I&C course and again the Hydro Innovation 
facility proved to be a very good location to hold this training program. However, we need more 
participation to make it viable.  

Whilst I am on courses, I draw your attention to the Condition Monitoring Seminar that will be held on April 27th  in 
Melbourne. This will be a one day seminar and, from reviewing the initial agenda, it’s looking to be a very interesting and 
informative day. I would encourage you to attend; bring along a colleague or customer. 

It’s my perception that the Pump Industry is experiencing an improvement in business. In particular, Project business in 
NSW is looking promising. Reports WA business is picking up from its recent lows are encouraging.

Finally, we welcome Mike Bauer back on Council and look forward to his input from a NSW perspective.  Malcolm Eyre from 
Franklin also joins Council from 1 April 2017. Good to have Malcolm aboard.

Dave Alexander
President – PIA

cont. next page...
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1.2 Installation & Commissioning course presented at Rydalmere - 22 February
The Sydney training program was conducted in the new Training Centre at Hydro Innovations.  This facility has both 
a Theatrette and several working pumps, complete with instrumentation to fully analyse pump performance. It also 
includes a pump with a transparent casing to demonstrate the self priming action and how cavitation occurs with low 
suction pressures.   Alan Rowan and Keith Sanders conducted this course, with strong support from Zach Jerla of 
Hydro Innovations for the practical demonstrations. The mix of theory and hands-on activities helped participants 
appreciate the issues that need to be addressed when supervising the installation of pumping equipment and the 
procedures for accurate testing of the plant on site. 

It is an ideal facility to undertake such training and there are plenty of opportunities for practical activities. The 
documentation package provided is also helpful to participants so that they can follow a recognised procedure 
whenever they visit site for installation supervision or commissioning services in future.

1.3 End of Financial Year sale of HI Standards
In an effort to encourage Members to access a range if ANSI/HI Pump publications that are in stock Council has 
approved a special discount of 25% to apply to items purchased from the list below. These can be purchased directly 
from the website. The special offer is valid to 30 June 2017 or while stocks last.

Item Title Normal Price

1 Leak-free Pumps & Compressors $160 inc GST

2 Hydraulic Institute - Engineering Data Book (2nd edition) $135 inc GST

3 Pump Life Cycle Costs $200 inc GST

4 Optimizing Pumping Systems $325 inc GST

5 Mechanical Seals for Pumps $325 inc GST

6 Power Plant Pumps $255 inc GST

These publications will enhance your personal library and will make excellent reading, so go for it!
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2) Executive Officer Reports
2.1 - Alan Rowan - Publications & Training Report
a) The reprint of the Pump Technical & Pipe Friction Handbooks has been completed and the books are now in stock. The 

Pipe Friction Handbook has not changed except for a few error corrections, however the Technical Handbook, as well 
as correcting errors, has had a number of changes, which were a result of feedback from users since the last printing.

b) Another successful I&C Course was run at Hydro Innovations in Sydney on the 22nd February, although the level of 
registrations was disappointing. The facility at Hydro Innovations was excellent and ideal for the course such that if we 
can establish a demand in Sydney we will run another one.

c) Currently, preparation is ongoing for the next course on the 24nd May at Link Pumps, which we hope will attract a good 
attendance. It has also be suggested that we run an Installation & Commissioning course in Brisbane later this year 
and this is under consideration. However we need to gauge the level of interest from Queensland members and their 
contacts. Please provide feedback to Kevin Wilson or the Councillor on your “Buddy List” to help us establish whether it 
will be viable.

2.2 Ken Kugler - Standards Report
a) Adoption of ISO 9906-2012 by Standards Australia
PIA’s proposal for the adoption ISO9906 -2012. (AS2417 Rotodynamic Pumps  - Hydraulic performance acceptance tests) 
is well advanced. It has been given the Project Proposal Number PP1697 by Standards Australia.  With this number it is 
possible to trace on line the project’s progress through the  system. At this time, the project is in the care of the National 
Sector Manager within Standards Australia.  Unless there are unforeseen issues, the Standard is currently expected to be 
adopted and published by Standards Australia within the next six months. When published, AS2417 may in future be known 
as AS/ISO9906-2017.
b) Fire Seminar in Sydney
The Fire Australia Conference and Trade show is held regularly and this year will be in Sydney Convention Centre running 
from 3-5 May 2017. Fire Australia 2017 is the largest fire protection conference held in Australia with speakers and 
participants from overseas.  In cooperation with FPAA, PIA will present a paper entitled “Compliance to AS2941 - Stationary 
Fire Protection Pumps” and will provide a platform for the Compliance Check List that has been an ongoing project with PIA 
for some time.  Speakers will be Ken Kugler, Robert Date (Welling & Crossley) with a possible third nominated by the FPAA.

2.3 Keith Sanders - Marketing & Statistics

a) Work has been continuing on the program for the Seminar “How to get the best out o your pumps”. The list of presenters 
has been finalised and  promotion of the program has been initiated. We hope to attract participants from pump operators, 
particularly those who have pump stations operating in critical services.   I hope members will help us by spreading the word.

b) We have again engaged Ibis World to provide us with marketing and statistics support and in this edition of the newsletter, I 
hope to present some information to members that will be useful as they prepare their 2017-18 budgets and business plans.

3) Pump Market Overview
The latest copy of Ibis World report C2451 has just been released and a summary of some key items of information are 
included  below:



4) An outline of the Seminar “How to get the best out of your pumps”.
In the past, larger pump stations have been designed and constructed for an operating life for pumping equipment of up to 50 
years. Many of us can remember when nearly all these older pump stations were owned by State or Local Authorities and the 
equipment was sourced from Australian manufacturers who custom designed pumps in response to detailed specifications 
issued by MMBW or State Rivers. While these days a long gone, much of this equipment is still in operation, despite the fact 
it may be reaching the end of its useful life. Technological advances and changes in the manufacturing scene in Australia will 
mean that the next generation of products to be installed will be significantly different. Pumping plants will no longer have full 
time attendants on site and fault/failure situations will need to be anticipated in advance, with appropriate condition monitoring 
equipment being installed when the new equipment is commissioned, so that any deterioration can be recorded. Subsequent 
Inspection and Testing can be conducted routinely and future maintenance scheduled to keep critical plants in operation.

The program for the PIA seminar on 27 April has this topic firmly in view and a collection of papers have been put together to 
examine various approaches to condition monitoring that have been developed in recent times. Full details of the seminar will 
be circulated to members and we hope the program at Bruce County Hotel will attract an excellent audience from both PIA 
members and the major users of large pumping equipment. Please support this initiative and let you clients know that it is open 
to non-members as well.
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Imports & Exports Analysis

Pie Charts on products and markets are also provided.

Columns of particular interest are Revenue, Exports, Imports and Domestic demand. 

If we note that Domestic Demand = Revenue + Imports - Exports, then we can see that small growth is projected in 
Domestic Demand and Industry Revenue. Somewhat larger growth is projected for Imports, but this is achieved  at the 
expense of exports. Projections for overall growth are anticipated in the 2017-18 period, as the market recovers from 
earlier downturns.

Employment levels appear to have bottomed out and some wages growth is anticipated in the years ahead.

If any Member wishes to have more information on a particular matter of interest, please contact Keith Sanders on 
aim1@internode.on.net
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5) New Members
5.1 At the meeting on 21 February, an application for Associate membership from Teco Australia was reviewed by Council 

and accepted. We welcome Teco to PIA and look forward to meeting their representatives at future PIA events.

6) News from Members

6.1 Innovative packages designed by Dynapumps to meet clients specific operating requirements

Dynapumps supplied Dewatering Pump packages for the Evolution 
Mining Edna May Gold Mine, some 312km East of Perth. The Mine is 
estimated to produce between 80,000 oz and 85,000 oz of gold by late 
September 2017. 

The equipment was specifically designed and engineered to operate 
in the exceedingly abrasive and harsh application associated with high 
pressure underground mine dewatering. This was followed by production 
at the Perth head office.

The assignment included pump packages containing 130-24VR 
progressive cavity pumps, 100kW electronic motors, painted hopper 
tanks and galvanised base frames.

Dynapumps also secured Multiphase pump contract with international 
Oil & Gas Company, utilising Leistritz twin screw pump technology. The 
Multiphase pump doesn’t require the separation of oil or gas, which 
means the production from the field can be collected and transferred to a 
central processing area without the need for separation. Two multiphase 
pump sets each have a capacity of up to 1300 m3/hr, and a GVF of up to 
97.5%. The Multiphase pump sets will be packaged and string tested at 
the facility in Belmont, Western Australia. The equipment will be shipped 
for Topside installation in October 2017.

For more information on these products please contact the Dynapumps 
website: www.dynapumps.com.au 

6.2 TECO Awarded Drives for Sand Bypass Project

TECO Australia has been awarded the order for supply of 
an 800kW 33kV electric motor and MV Variable Speed Drive 
package for the Gold Coast Seaway Sand Bypass System 
Stage 2.  The motor will be coupled to a KSB pump. 

The Gold Coast Waterways Authority main purpose for the 
refurbishment works on the Seaway Sand Bypass System 
was to maintain functional reliability and to improve operational 
efficiency particularly with regard to power consumption. 
TECO offered a high efficiency, medium voltage, squirrel cage 
induction motor in conjunction with a drive from the MV510 
series of VSD’s.  

Website: www.teco.com.au



7) Global Gossip - (extracted from World Pumps Weekly bulletins)

7.1 Ebara completes Kumamoto plant expansion - Ebara Corp has built a new manufacturing plant and 
related service facilities in Kumamoto Prefecture, Japan following a ¥6.8 billion investment.

7.2 Flowserve names Scott Rowe as next President and CEO - Flowserve Corp has appointed 
R. Scott Rowe as president and CEO of the company from 1 April 2017.

7.3 Wilo acquires US pump companies Weil and Scot - Wilo USA LLC has taken over the businesses of US 
pump producers Weil Pump Co Inc and Scot Pump Co and the component manufacturer Karak Machine Corp.
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8) Forthcoming Events up to September 2017

8.1 How to get the best out of your pumps - Seminar on 27 April 2017
The initial presentation will take place in Melbourne at Bruce County Hotel in Mt Waverley. This will be a full day seminar and 
bookings may be made directly on the PIA website. It is hoped to repeat this seminar in Perth, Sydney and Brisbane during 
the course of 2017.

8.2 Technical Meeting in Brisbane - 9 May 2017 at Riverside Receptions in New Farm
This meeting is currently being finalised but should include an interesting series of technical presentations. Details of the 
speakers will be circulated in a flyer in April. Put the date in your diary for 4.30 pm kick-off.

8.3 I&C Course -  is scheduled for 24 May 2017 at Link Pumps, Williamstown commencing at 8.30 am.

8.4 Fire Australia Conference in Sydney - Sydney Convention Centre running from 3-5 May 2017

8.5 BIM-MEPAUS Construction Innovation 2017 Forum will be held on the 14th and 15th of September at the     
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre.

8.6 PIA Innovation Award
This award was introduced in 2016 to provide recognition to Australian Pump businesses who invest in developing innovative 
solutions to pumping applications or improving services to their customers. Council has decided to continue with this initiative 
and submissions will be invited in August this year with a closing date of 30 September 2017.  We encourage members to 
support this initiative by entering the competition and the winner will be announced at the Annual Dinner in November.

8.7 WIOA Conferences - These will be held in Logan on 7&8 June and in Bendigo on 6&7 September

Note from the Editor

It seems that PIA is struggling to get our messages on meetings and seminars 
we are organising in 2017. Obviously, we hope for good attendances at 
Technical Meetings and other events, but we rely on our members to assist us 
to spread the word to their clients or other contacts who may wish to learn more 
about pumps. We have stepped up our promotional efforts and Pump Industry 
magazine is helping us in this regard.

We also hope we can drill down into the management within our member 
organisations, because there are opportunities for communication  at a variety 
of  levels. One way of doing this is to make the PIA newsletter more readily 
available to key personnel, your branches, marketing personnel etc. We are 
happy to send out individual copies to anyone who would like to receive it. 
Simply register with Kevin Wilson to be added to the list. PIA  is actually doing 
a lot to promote the growth of the Industry and this needs to be supported. The 
more you put in, the more you get out of your membership.

Keith Sanders
Editor


