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NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2016Christmas Edition
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PIA President’s Welcome
Firstly, a big thank you for nominating me as President for the PIA in 2017. This association has 
been part of my life during the past two years, and I’ve always valued the informative market 
insights gained from my connections through the PIA. Out-going president Ron Astall has left 
big shoes to fill. Thankfully, we will continue to share his insights and experience, as he stays 
on as a councillor for the PIA. Working alongside my fellow councillors, we hope to offer more 
engagement with members and opportunities to network for members of the pumping equipment 
industry in 2017. We’d like to encourage the best of the best to consider careers in the pumping 
industry and support them through training as we welcome them into the fold. The PIA is here to 
help and support our members, and will look for your feedback in improving our services. Please 
feel free to contact myself or any of the council members with your suggestions and ideas. 

It’s encouraging to see the commodity prices increasing i.e. thermal coal and iron ore. I hope this 
increase is sustainable and will result in investments in infrastructure and new projects. The end goal - for us to fill demands 
for new pumping equipment and service requirements. Into 2017, we will be focusing on providing training seminars that 
will benefit our members and continue normal meetings which are shared across the country. I will be encouraging support 
from our members to attend these meetings and training seminars. It is important to all members that we have a strong PIA 
association to act on our behalf.

I also take this opportunity to wish all PIA members a very merry Christmas and all the best for the new year.

Yours in pumping...

Dave Alexander
President – PIA

1) PIA Activities
1.1 Annual General Meeting in Melbourne - 8 November 2016 - Legends Room - Windy Hill Club

• Presidents Report 2016 - delivered by Ron Astall
This took the form of a PowerPoint presentation and listed the highlights of the PIA calendar for 2015-16.

• Abbreviated Financial Statements
The Secretary tabled the audited reports for 2015/16 summary as follows:

 Balance Sheet
 Total Assets $185,672
 Liabilities $7,789
 Net Assets $177,883
 Total Equity $177,883

 Profit & Loss Statement to 30 Sept 2016
 Total Income $67,243
 Cost of Sales $21,614
 Gross Profit $45,629
 Expenses $72,680
 Net Loss ($22,969)

A detailed version of the Audited Accounts were available to members at the AGM.

• Amendment to the Constitution

A motion to amend the PIA Constitution was read out by the Secretary. 
Motion: to Amend Clause 16 (1) (b). cont. next page...
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After discussion and a minor amendment, the new clause will read:-

16. Composition and Membership

(1) The council shall consist of-

 (b) 8 Council members, at least 6 of whom shall be accredited representatives of full members of the association.  
Representatives of associate members, individual members and life members are eligible for election to Council 
and will have voting rights on Council resolutions. 

 Moved Peter Passalacqua, 2nd David Alexander - Carried

• Appointment of Officers

All positions were declared vacant and the Secretary read out nominations for the 2016/17 Council

Dave Alexander - President - Elected unopposed 

John Inkster - Vice President - Elected unopposed

Councillors - Elected unopposed 
Ron Astall, David Brooks, Alan Rowan, Keith Sanders, Ashley White.

Two positions were left unfilled. There were no nominations from the floor, so Council will review potential candidates 
and make appointments accordingly.

• Guest Speaker Presentation

This year, PIA invited Harry Katunar, the Pentair Regional Sales Manager for 
Queensland & NSW to be our guest speaker. Many of you will know Harry, as a 
former President & Councillor for the PIA until he accepted an appointment to work in 
Shanghai. For 3 years Harry was the MD of a European valve manufacturer operating 
a plant in Changzhou, producing  around 15,000 ANSI Gate, Globe & Check valves, 
for the Chinese domestic market and for export. With some 170 employees and over 
50 Mio euro in annual sales through branches across China, Harry has come back to 
Australia with some hands on experience working in this fascinating market. He shared 
this with members and gave a stimulating and sometimes amusing talk outlining the 
facts and the myths about doing business in China.

1.2 Annual Dinner - In the Hi-Marque Room at Windy Hill
Just under 50 members and guests attended the Annual Dinner, which is somewhat lower than our target, but the 
evening proved to be very successful and there was an excellent atmosphere as everybody caught up with old friends, 
former colleagues and new recruits into the Industry. 

The location, views to the City and the meal provided were excellent and the occasion provided an opportunity to 
announce the winner of  the PIA Innovation award introduced to recognise Australian developments .

Congratulations to Pentair - Southern Cross on their submission, which was for an air 
operated pump for clean-up operations on marine vessels. Jon Mans was on hand 
to receive the trophy on behalf of the development team from new President Dave 
Alexander. Later, Jon made  a short presentation of the features and benefits of the 
Australian designed and made product. More about the award later in the newsletter.

To close off the evening, there was a lucky draw for 3 Christmas hampers. This year 
the prizes were won by:-

Bandula Hewawasam - Pentair, Pam Coulter - Life member and John Inkster - Brown 
Brothers Engineers. 

Overall a great night and we are confident everyone enjoyed the event. We got the 
John Link tick of approval too! No mean achievement I can tell you...
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1.3 Inaugural PIA Innovation Award
Introduced this year to encourage Australian companies to invest in Innovation to maintain competitive advantage and 
grow business in new areas, the first winner has been a small team from Pentair - Southern Cross, who have developed 
a new product for a niche market that shows great potential. 

SX700 - E-Vac In Line Vacuum Units
The E-Vac pump has been designed as an in line system allowing the 
conversion of a standard pipeline into a fixed vacuum system. The E-Vac 
can be fitted to a range of pipes including HDPE, Steel or even flexible 
Suction Hose which offers considerable flexibility. Operating on a variable 
range of air supplies the Supavac E-Vac can consistently deliver up to 
25”hg+ of vacuum enabling the capture and transfer of most materials. 
It operates at under 74 dba within 1 metre and generates high inline 
conveying velocities. The unit can be installed with various nozzles ranging 
from 100 cfm for viscous liquid transfer up to 280 cfm at 85psi for true solids 
recovery. The E-Vac must be installed on a 30 degree angle or higher but 
becomes a virtual straight through system ideal for tank cleaning, ship hull 
installation or hard access sumps with variable contents.

2) Installation and Commissioning Courses
Plans are being developed for running the courses during 2017, providing there is sufficient interest from members 
and pump users to justify the allocation of resources to organising the sessions. At the moment PIA is looking at 
offering two courses in Melbourne in March and August, while a course is planned for Sydney in February. Further 
details will be provided to members by separate Flyers nearer to each event. However registrations of interest can 
be made on the PIA website.

3) New Seminar program - How to get the best out of your pumps?
PIA has done some preliminary work on a series of seminars for 2017, with the focus being on how condition 
monitoring can assist to prolong life at optimum operating conditions. This seminar will cover the general theme 
“How to get reliability from your Pumping Equipment”. Inevitably this will come from installations with an appropriate 
technical specification for the conditions of service as well as good operating and maintenance procedures in place. 
It will be an all day seminar with about 6-8 papers and cover a range of topics.

1) Writing a specification to meet long term operational demands. Program to look at ISO standards, ANSI/HI 
standards and even API 610 as it relates to arduous operating conditions. 

2) Comparison of data obtained on Works test and site tests giving consideration of any corrective action required. 
This should be an important part of the plant commissioning program. This can then be compared with operating data 
taken over time to predict when maintenance or overhaul and eventual equipment replacement might be scheduled.

3) Continuous performance analysis using  recognised condition monitoring systems. In this regard, PIA is preparing 
a paper which looks at ANSI/HI9.6.5-2009. This is the standard being used for the HI webinar. 

4) Several case studies for complex installations with good CM systems. Specialist suppliers will be invited to  
participate, even though some are not members. We plan to invite submissions from Robertson Technology, WEG 
or Regal Beloit on motor CM. We anticipate SKF might make a valuable contribution for bearing technology and 
alignment techniques. All papers must be technical in nature and satisfy the PIA “non-commercialisation” policy.

The first seminar will be in Melbourne in April 2017 and a call for papers will be issued shortly. We encourage 
members to consider how they might participate in the program and any suggestions should be directed to Keith 
Sanders on keith@sandersoz.com

4) Pump Market Overview
Most members reported better trading conditions during 2016 and the challenges of 2015 seem to have been 
overcome. However it is still tough out there, so efforts to stimulate demand are important in both the public and 
private sector. It is likely that PIA will continue to use the services of Ibis-World to access information about the status 
of the Pump Industry in the Australian market. We expect to access the latest report C2451 - Pump & Compressor 
Manufacture in Australia which should be released in February 2017. We are also happy to receive comments from 
individual members who are willing to share information about their particular view on the Industry, so please let us 
know your opinions, either at General meetings or more formally by writing to the Secretary.
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5) News from Members
5.1 Test Facility upgrade at Kelair Pumps for testing a larger range of pumps

Relocation of a large generator set enabled Kelair to expand the capabilities of its 
Sydney test facility improving its ability to cater to clients’ individual requirements. 
The upgrade to the Arndell Park Pump Test Facility cost in excess of $50,000 and 
comprises a new test panel incorporating a 185 kW frequency inverter. These 
enhancements allow Kelair to test more pumps as it can now control variables 
during testing.

Kelair can now test up to 185 kW at varying speeds. Kelair National Technical 
Manager Jeff Greely said the 185 kW frequency inverter allowed the company to 
test at reduced speeds, meaning it can handle bigger pumps. Frequency inverters 
enable precise control of an electrical motor that allows for the adjustment of 
motor speeds. Being able to lower the speed allows Kelair to test pumps that are 
larger than it would ordinarily be able to handle. This also makes it possible to 
test bigger flow rates and pressures at reduced speeds.

5.2 Dynapumps invests in new machinery

Dynapumps NSW recently purchased their latest machinery asset, 
the Doosan PUMA GT2600M CNC Turning Centre from Hare & 
Forbes Machinery House. Since operating the new machine, the 
Dynapumps team have been very impressed with its performance.

• Improved efficiency and speed of operation

• Faster machining speeds means improved delivery times 

• Reduction in energy consumption for a cleaner world

• Safer operation and easy maintenance

5.3 Robertson Technology participate in US project

Robertson Technology Pty Ltd is participating in Water Research 
Foundation (USA) project 4621, “Performance Benchmarking 
of Pumps and Pumping Systems for Drinking Water Utilities”. 
Pumping costs account for a high proportion of a water utility’s 
operating budget and more than 74% of a pump’s life cycle costs 
are associated with its energy usage. The research project aims to 
collect appropriate data for performance benchmarking. Recently, 
the pump energy indicator (PEI) has been introduced as a more 
comprehensive metric that normalizes energy consumption 
against the amount of work done (i.e., energy imparted). Past data 
for about 50 pump stations in 6 countries is being retrospectively 
analysed, to provide relevant information.

5.4 New State Manager appointed to Brown Brothers Engineers Australia

Brown Brothers Engineers Australia has appointed David Seaman to the role of State Manager 
of Victoria and Tasmania, in addition to his present role as State Manager NSW. David joined 
BBE NSW in March 2014 as Business Development Manager and was then appointed State 
Manager NSW in November 2014 having been very active in the background operations in 
Sydney. David will continue to focus on providing a high level of service and support to our 
customers across New South Wales and now to Victoria and Tasmania also.

Pump station in Texas, equipped with MicroPM Pump 
Performance Monitors



5.5 Pump N Seal participate in Charity event

Anthony Paul and his team from Pump-
N-Seal recently participated in a charity 
event in support of cancer research. 
Below is Anthony’s expression of 
appreciation to those that contributed to 
the sum raised. 

Thank you to everyone! We had a great 
ride (except for the 100 km torrentially 
wet and windy section) and with your 
support, the PUMPNSEAL team have 
so far raised over $33,000.00 for the 
Harry Perkins Institute of Medical 
Research

ANTHONY PAUL
DIRECTOR

5.6 Hydro Innovations announce new Gorman Rupp product

The Gorman-Rupp VS3B60-B is a unique two-stage self priming wastewater 
pump, and offers up to twice the pressure of most other solids handling self 
priming pumps. The VS3B60-B will handle a 76mm spherical solids, and this 
makes them ideal for pumping raw sewage at sewage pump stations or at 
the wastewater treatment plant.

The pump is also a good choice for high head industrial wastewater 
applications because it can be mounted “high and dry” above the wastewater, 
making it safer for operators to access for monitoring and servicing. If the 
water is corrosive and/or abrasive, wearing parts can be supplied in Hardened 
Iron, 316 grade stainless steel or duplex stainless steel [CD4MCu].
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6) HI Publications
Members are reminded that PIA has in stock a range if ANSI/HI Pump publications and these can be purchased directly 
from the website. A list of publications available is shown below.

Item Title Price

1 Leak-free Pumps & Compressors $160 inc GST

2 Hydraulic Institute - Engineering Data Book (2nd edition) $135 inc GST

3 Pump Life Cycle Costs $200 inc GST

4 Optimizing Pumping Systems $325 in GST

5 Mechanical Seals for Pumps $325 inc GST

6 Power Plant Pumps $255 inc GST



9) Note from the Editor
This has been a busy year for PIA and we hope the newsletter has kept members in touch with what is happening in the 
Industry. We try to keep the articles relevant and look forward to receiving contributions from a variety of sources, so we can 
keep the material interesting. I am grateful to the regular providers of newsworthy items, without whom my job would be much 
harder. I take this opportunity of wishing you all a Happy Christmas and successful 2017.

Keith Sanders
Editor
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8) Forthcoming Events – up to June 2017

8.1 General/Technical Meetings/Breakfast meetings
The first meeting for 2017 will be on 21 February at Hydro Innovations, 21-23 Clyde St, Rydalmere  2116. 
It will commence at 4.30 pm and the Host will make a brief capability presentation based on their Gorman Rupp expertise.  
Meetings normally run for approximately 2 hours and there will be time for networking with Industry colleagues. Refreshments 
will be provided.
A second Technical Meeting is scheduled for 9 May 2017, this time in Brisbane and will be at Riverside Receptions, 50 Oxlade 
Drive, New Farm, QLD 4005 following a similar schedule.
Please note, such meetings should provide quality Technical Presentations (2 for each meeting) plus provide time for general 
discussion. As a result, Council proposes to charge a nominal $45.00 attendance fee.

8.2 Seminars
The initial presentation of How to get the best out of your pumps? will take place in Melbourne on 27th April at Bruce County 
Hotel in Mt Waverley. This will be a full day seminar and further details will be announced shortly. It is hoped to repeat this 
seminar in Sydney, Brisbane and Perth during the course of 2017.

8.3 I&C Courses
a) Sydney - 22 February at Hydro Innovations, Rydalmere commencing at 9.00 am
b) Melbourne - 22 March at Link Pumps, Williamstown commencing at 9.00 am

7) Global Gossip
7.1 KSB AG wins major pump contract in Vietnam

KSB AG of Germany (KSB Australia’s parent company) has been 
contracted to supply 22 power station pumps for the new Vietnamese Long 
Phu-1 power plant by September 2017. The plant’s two 600-MW generator 
units are currently being built by a Russian engineering contractor at the 
station situated 20 km  east of Soc Trang City. Included in the order are six 
boiler feed pump sets. Each pump set has been designed for a maximum 
flow rate of 1200 cubic metres per hour and a head of 4400m. 

The contract includes six vertical condensate pumps and four vertical 
cooling water pumps. All pump sets are supplied complete with electric 
motors, couplings, base frames and instruments.

7.2 Sulzer in talks to acquire Ensival Moret

Sulzer has entered into exclusive discussions with Moret Industries to acquire pump manufacturer Ensival Moret in an €80 
million deal. Ensival Moret offers a wide range of industrial pumps for applications including fertilizers, sugar, mining and 
chemicals. The business had sales of €115 million in 2015 and employs around 730 people.

7.3 Hydraulic Institute unveils new logo

PIA pump partners, The Hydraulic Institute (HI), which celebrates its centennial in 2017, has a new logo.

It is hoped that PIA can develop a strong relationship with HI to ensure 
our members have access to the latest technology emanating from the 
USA. Australia is part of the Global market for pumps and  ANSI/API/HI 
specifications will be used here in the years ahead.


