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Message from the President
As 2015 draws to a close, we can reflect on a very successful year for PIA. Significant progress has been 
made in the achievement of the key goals of the Association and I refer you to my Presidents report for a 
detailed list of the activities that PIA has organised during this year. Following our AGM in November, most 
of the existing Councillors have been voted in for another year. Unfortunately Mike Bauer was unable to 
stand for a further year due to work commitments and we thank him for his service to the Association. As 
a result, there is a vacancy on Council and expressions of interest from members are invited.

In closing I wish everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

Yours Sincerely,

Ron Astall
President – PIA

1) PIA Activities
1.1 Annual General Meeting in Melbourne - 10 November 2015 - Box Hill Golf Club
• Presidents Report 2015 - Abridged
Dear Members,

2015 has been a busy year. Taking inspiration from our involvement with the British Pump Manufacturers Association , energy 
conservation and efficiency remain key driving forces for the Association and we look forward to becoming more proactive in 
our focus on pumping and system efficiency.  

Our business plan includes the key objectives of :

 • Participating in the development of pump standards
 • Provide training opportunities for members and pump industry clients
 • Develop industry alliances with target partners
 • Increase membership participation at all levels

As in 2014, the common themes were education and improvement.  PIA’s vision is to continue our focus on education and 
training with ongoing seminars, conferences and workshops.  

Our policy of taking regular general meetings around the nation continued. Council mini meetings were also held frequently 
with the use of teleconferencing. Our meeting and seminar schedule this year included:  

 • February 2015 : PIA President attends the Hydraulic Institute’s annual meeting in the USA.  
 • February 2015 : General Meeting in Melbourne at the Bruce County hotel 
 • May 2015 : General Meeting in Adelaide at Rydges Hotel 
 • June 2015 : General Meeting In Brisbane at Skyline Pumps 
 • June 2015 : PIA Installation and Commissioning forum at Bruce County Hotel.  
 • August 2015 : General Meeting in Sydney at Flowserve Seal Division’s factory
 • September 2015 : General Meeting in Perth at SKF’s factory 
 • October 2015: The inaugural PIA Installation and Commissioning training course was held at Link Pumps 

Hydraulic Institute (HI) sees itself primarily as a marketing organisation whereby their Standards, Guidelines and Training 
initiatives can be utilised by their members to generate strong customer relationships. PIA has now signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the HI where we will share planning and technical agendas, cooperatively market publications and 
standards and training; particularly pumping system efficiency training. The first stock batch of HI publications has arrived at 
PIA headquarters and is available for purchase on our website. Our website has been substantially upgraded to facilitate this.

cont. next page...
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PIA’s cooperation with Monkey Media has developed. We continue to receive positive comments about “Pump Industry” on the 
relevance and quality of this Australian publishing initiative and the PIA Executive strongly supports this magazine in all its forms. 
In addition, Keith Sanders’ regular PIA newsletters continue to keep members and the general public informed of our activities. 

We have been saddened by the passing of some notable legends of the Australian pump industry over the last twelve months. 
These included David McLiesh, Ben Nossiter, Arthur Feiner, Peter Snow and Bob Moore. All were well known and respected 
in the Industry.

• Financial Statements

P & L (Audited version) 2015 2014 

Gross Profit from Trading 64,783 66,312

Total Expenditure 78,390 77,719

Other Income (Bank Interest) 5,424 6,261 

Profit/Loss after tax (8183) (5146)         

Balance sheet

Total Current Assets 203,152 216,281

Total Liabilities 2,300 7,246 

Total Equity 200,852 209,035

A detailed version of the Audited Accounts were available to members at the AGM. 

Note: These have subsequently been signed off and submitted to the appropriate Authorities.

• Appointment of Officers

Ron Astall - President - Elected unopposed 
John Inkster - Vice President - Elected unopposed
Councillors - Elected unopposed 
Dave Alexander, David Brooks, Frankie Camilleri, Alan Rowan, Keith Sanders, Ashley White.
One position is yet to be filled and candidates will be reviewed by Council shortly.
The meeting was well attended and run very smoothly, despite a slightly late start.

• Presentations

1. Michael Bate - Batescrew Pumps – Following the formal AGM, members were able to get an update on what is 
occurring with Irrigation licences along the Murray and how allocations are determined. Agriculture in the region is heavily 

dependent on the availability of water for irrigation and other purposes. The 
issue is one of great concern to people whose livelihood is so closely tied 
to their water allocation year on year.

 Michael invited PIA to visit his factory in Tocumwal some years ago, 
when he showed us equipment that was being manufactured for irrigation 
projects along the Murray. At that time, water allocation was a hot issue and 
it was interesting to get an update on the current situation. The demand 
for axial and mixed flow pumping equipment is naturally determined by 
availability of water and the level of allocation within the licence, so Michael 
has to keep a close eye on the market in his area. This proved to be a very 
interesting grass roots outline of the current status.

2. John McAndrew - Efficient Pumping

 John gave us a talk on interesting topics, based on his considerable 
experience with large pumps installed in NSW Water Supply and Power 
Stations. He outlined the key role of minimizing system head losses when 
choosing pipe sizes, bend construction and  valve types for high flow 
equipment, since these can consume a significant amount of power. He 
also told us about his personal experience in pursuing a course of study in 
Europe to further his own education in Pump Technology at the Technical 
Universities of Graz in Austria, and Erlangen in Nurnberg.
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• Annual Dinner
This year we reverted to a formal dinner and, within the program, PIA inducted another respected Pump Entrepreneur 
into the ranks of Life Member. 

Immediately after the AGM, members and guests  had drinks served and this was an opportuitiy to catch up with old 
friends in a social atmosphere.

Michael Bate chats to members Alan Rowan with dinner attendees John Link with 4 life members

Dinner commenced at 7.00 pm and judging from the comments received, everybody was very  happy with the menu 
choice. The entree’s and mains were quickly despatched and Ron Astall got up to announce the most recent addition 
to Life Membership, John Link of Link Pumps.

John has had a long and fruitful career in pumps, particularly in the Hire business and can recount many stories of the 
projects he has been involved with over the years. In his acceptance speech, John spoke about how the Industry has 
changed but that he still tries to make it “fun” to be in the business. Congratulations to John as he joins an elite group 
within PIA.

No entertainment this year, but for something different, we had a lucky draw, which seemed to be quite popular. Well 
done to the lucky winners of 3 Christmas Hampers. Prizes of 4 Windcheaters provided by Flowserve were also drawn 
and hopefully have been delivered to those with the lucky tickets.

Even after the dinner, many people stayed on to chat with one another always a sign of a good night. We hope a good 
time was had by all.

1.2 Inaugural Installation & Commissioning Training Program
On the 28th October 2015, ten participants from eight member companies gathered at Link Pumps and took part in what 
was a very successful training course covering the installation and commissioning of centrifugal pumps with electric or 
diesel drives up to 250 kW.

In the afternoon, a pump set had been installed 
in the Test Bay, which allowed the participants to 
get hands on experience on how to go about the 
commissioning a unit.

The set up allowed everyone to learn how to level, 
realign, change pump direction, record pressures, 
flow, temperatures etc., including resolving 
problems during commissioning. All who attended 
the course agreed that it was very worthwhile and 
recommended to the industry.

Enrolments are now being taken for the next course which is scheduled to be held at Link Pumps in North 
Williamstown on the 25th February 2016, please contact our Secretary to book a place.



2) HI Memorandum of Understanding
Following Ron Astall’s visit to USA, PIA has now reached agreement with Hydraulic Institute of cooperate at a technical 
and marketing level to further the objectives of the two organisations.

As a result, PIA has agreed to act as a stockist of HI publications and these are available to members via the new PIA 
website launched recently. They are available faster and are competitively priced compared to direct purchase for USA 
on line. PIA has also procured a CD containing all current HI pump standards and this has been lodged with Ken Kugler, 
who looks after Standards on behalf of the Association. This may be helpful to members who need clarification on any 
US pump standards they may need to comply with.

3) New PIA Website
Members should have received information about the new PIA website which has recently been restructured to be more 
user-friendly. Members can access the members page to purchase a number of publications and check their account 
details at any time. If you have not received information on how to do this, please contact Kevin Wilson.

4) Pump Market Overview
PIA has been using the services of IbisWorld to access information about the status of the Pump Industry in the 
Australian market. We recently had a meeting with IbisWorld to discuss a proposal to renew this cooperation for a 
further 12 months so that we can receive the latest report C2451 - Pump & Compressor Manufacture in Australia. 
This report has been used to extract data and relay it to members via the newsletter. It is evident that this report is not 
an exact match for the Industry as we know it, but it does help put together pieces of the puzzle. We are also happy 
to receive comments from individual members who are willing to share information about their particular view on the 
Industry, so please let us know your opinions, either at General meetings or more formally by writing to the Secretary.
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5) News from Members
5.1 New appointment at Kelair Pumps

Kelair Pumps Australia Pty Ltd has announced the appointment of 
Michael Nakulski to the position of National Sales Manager, based 
in their Sydney head office. Michael brings with him a wealth of 
experience in sales and marketing in senior roles over the last two 
decades for companies in Australia and the UK. Michael has a 
Degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of Melbourne 
and an MBA from the University of Nottingham in the UK.

Kelair Pumps CEO, John Inkster said that “Kelair is fortunate to 
secure Michael as the new National Sales Manager. Michael has a 
strong electrical engineering background, understanding of rotating 
equipment and business management skills that will put him in good 
stead for his role at Kelair”.

5.2 Lee Lynch retires from White International

After more than 30 years in the Pump Industry with both Davey 
Pumps and White International, Lee Lynch advised PIA that he is 
retiring effective 4 December 2015. Lee is a well known character 
in the Australian Dealer market and he has seen many changes in 
the Industry over the years. We wish Lee all the best for a happy 
retirement. Hopefully we can expect to see Lee turn up at Sydney 
meetings in future, perhaps as a private member to follow the example 
of Tony Sgro earlier this year.
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6) New Corporate Profile
The latest edition of the PIA Corporate Profile has been released and members can find this on the 
PIA website. The main purpose of this leaflet is to outline the activities of PIA to overseas Associations, 
Australian Government Authorities, Major Industrial pump users and potential new members. Please 
have a look at this new publication which is available only in electronic format, so that it can be 
updated more regularly as circumstances change. Thanks to those members who provided their 
logos and photos for inclusion in the latest version.

7) Global Gossip
Recent releases by World Pumps are included for member information on the Global scene.

• Centrifugal slurry pump manufacturer GIW Industries Inc has officially opened its new foundry in Grovetown, 
Georgia, USA. The new foundry will facilitate better handling of the sizeable castings needed by GIW’s customers. It 
will also allow GIW to keep up with current market demand and to quickly adapt to support future growth. The foundry 
is part of a major expansion of the Grovetown facility that includes a new distribution centre, additional heat-treat and 
casting cleaning facilities, CNC machines and an assembly centre. These new facilities will more than triple GIW’s current 
manufacturing capability.

• Getting back to basics and back to customers. Mads Nipper has been at the helm of Grundfos for just over a year. In 
a short space of time he has made a significant impact on the company – one of the world’s biggest. World Pumps met 
up with him at Grundfos’ headquarters in Bjerringbro, Denmark to find out how they are once again putting the customer 
at the heart of the product.

• BPMA works with Energy Managers Association to develop better pump understanding. The British Pump 
Manufacturers Association (BPMA) is working with the Energy Managers Association (EMA) on the production of a 
‘buyers guide’ specifically formulated for energy, facilities and estate managers and procurement teams.

• Pump.Ing’s 2016 Pump Engineer programme in English is open for registration. The distance-learning study 
programme offers practice-oriented training from renowned pump experts, equipping professionals with expert knowledge 
on the planning, operation and maintenance of pumps and pump systems. The course is in cooperation with professors from 
the Graz University of Technology, Technical University Berlin and the Erlangen University, and is suited to anyone with a 
pump-related profession. It lasts for 14 months, with two attendance periods (two weeks each) in Austria and Germany.
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Pumps have been important to the community for many hundreds of years and 

from the time of Archimedes, simple pumps have been used to move water 

for a variety of purposes to make peoples life easier. Pumping equipment is  

important in providing us with most of the essentials we use on a daily basis. It 

is not surprising therefore that the humble pump is the second most commonly 

used piece of equipment behind the electric motor. Today, the Industry is 

continuously facing challenges to produce equipment that is safe, reliable, 

efficient, affordable and capable of being repaired or serviced as required.
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Corporate Profile

8) Obituary

8.1  Bob Moore 
Bob Moore - Sadly, PIA lost one of its original Life Members with the passing a great friend and Industry colleague Robert 
(Bob) Moore. Bob passed away peacefully at Cabrini hospital in Melbourne on Thursday 5 Nov 2015 aged 88 years. Bob 
was involved in the founding of the PIA then (APMA) back in the 1960’s and served as President of APMA 1975/76 and 
Chairman of the BPMA 1986/87.

Bobs funeral service was held on Wednesday 11 Nov 2015 at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Hawthorn. He 
will be sadly missed by all those who had the good fortune to work with him.

8.2  Ken Johnstone 
While not as well known as brother David, Ken Johnstone was also a well respected member of the Pump Industry, 
supporting many of the Sales Engineers in Victoria with  quotes and applications knowledge in the field of Building Services 
over many years. He served with Ajax Pumps for a considerable period of time in Victorian Sales and then moved to other 
organisations along with David to service clients with whom they both had a strong relationship. Ken passed away on 13 
November and  his funeral was on  20 November at Fawkner Cemetery – Cordell Chapel, off Sydney Rd.
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9) Forthcoming Events
9.1 Brisbane General Meeting

This is being organised by John Inkster and David Alexander and will take 
place on 9 February 2016 at Riverside Receptions, 50 Oxlade Drive, New 
Farm, QLD 4005. The meeting will commence at 4.30 pm and there will be a 
program of speakers on topics of interest to members. Please look out for a 
more detailed flyer in January2016. 

9.2 I&C Training Course
The next Installation & Commissioning Course will be held at Link Pumps on 
25 February 2016. This will be a repeat of the very successful course held in 
October and will again be limited to 10 participants, so get your applications in 
early to Kevin Wilson.

9.3 Breakfast Meeting
The Carlton Cafe in Royal Parade has again been selected as the venue for the 
first Breakfast meeting of 2016. It will take place on 3 March with registration 
commencing at 7.00 for a 7.30 kick off. The program will consist of 3 speakers 
and we hope for a stimulating discussion on a variety of topics. The cost will 
be $45.00 per head and our target is 40 members to attend. Please contact 
Kevin Wilson for more details.

9.4 Sydney General Meeting
This will be held on Wednesday 16 March at the Fairways Room, Bankstown 
Golf Club - 70, Ashford Road, Milperra commencing at 4.30pm. Again there 
will be member presentations and a guest speaker to provide members with 
information about the NSW pump scene.

Your Council is keen to provide as many opportunities as possible for members to improve their understanding of how 
the pump market is operating and there is a comprehensive calendar of events on the new website.

General meetings are planned for Perth and  Melbourne later in the year and if any member would like to host a meeting 
then we would welcome your proposals. PIA contributes to the cost of any function, so please do not let that stop you from 
providing the venue. It is a chance to showcase your own business to your colleagues in the Industry and any guests that 
may wish to join us.

10) Note from the Editor
This is the final newsletter for 2015 and I take this opportunity to thank all those that have contributed articles, photos, news 
items and similar information. Without your input, the newsletter would lose part of its variety and it is important that we 
include as much information about the people in our business as well as products that will be hitting the market .

I take this opportunity of wishing you all a Happy Christmas and keep on pumping through 2016.

Keith Sanders
Editor


