
Message from the President
This has been a busy period for PIA through the winter months and we hope to make significant progress on 
several projects that are important steps for the future of the Association. We are currently putting together a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the PIA and the Hydraulic Institute, with a view to full cooperation 
between our organisations including reciprocal distribution of our publications and mutual invitations to 
events. The Hydraulic Institute is an extremely dynamic organisation and our involvement promises to be 
very valuable, particularly in the areas of education and publications.
An ongoing theme is energy efficiency and pumping system optimisation. Lately, energy efficiency seems 

to be a core topic in my “President’s messages” and this issue will not go away. Nor should it. Rebecca Williamson from 
the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage attended our last Sydney meeting and spoke to us about the opportunities 
for the pump industry to get involved in their energy saving programs. Since this meeting we have had further contact from 
Rebecca and she was impressed by the massive potential for energy savings in pumping applications. Watch this space.
I am also thrilled by the hard work of Alan Rowan and his support team of Ken Kugler, Keith Sanders  and Fred Van Ross 
in developing the PIA Installation and Commissioning Course, which is scheduled for its kick off in October. Congratulations 
to all that have been involved.

Yours Sincerely,

Ron Astall
President – PIA

1) PIA Activities for the quarter
1.1 PIA General Meeting in Sydney
There was a very good attendance at this meeting held at the Flowserve Service Centre at Unit 19/167 Prospect Highway, 
Seven Hills NSW 2147, with some 30 people registering to participate. Our thanks to David Brooks for making the 
arrangements. 
After a short progress report on the status of PIA activities, Ron Astall handed over to David Brooks of Flowserve for a brief 
overview of the company’s activities in Australia, followed by a technical presentation on a new seal face material recently 
developed for arduous seal duties delivered by John Marsh of Flowserve Sydney.

Nanocrystalline Diamond Coated Seal Faces - This material has been developed by 
Flowserve to provide reliable operation with low lubricity fluids. It provides the lowest 
friction of any seal face material available for fluids such as hot water. It provides 
high chemical resistance and excellent wear resistance in difficult circumstances.
Typical applications outlined in the presentation were in Oil & Gas, Refinery & 
Petrochemical, Power, Mining and General Industry.
Following the presentation, members were invited to tour the Flowserve facility 
and see the sophisticated equipment available for manufacture and servicing of 
mechanical seals. 
Ron then followed with his own PowerPoint on “Are your pumps running too slowly”. 
While many of us have seen this previously, the topic never fails to generate some 
discussion. It certainly gets those grey cells working on where the losses actually 
occur in pumping systems and what can be done to reduce them.

Members were then able to hear from Rebecca Williamson from the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage. It does 
appear that there is increasing recognition that pumps do consume a significant amount of electrical power and that some 
Government initiative might help capture this potential. Rebecca called for increased communication with PIA in the hope of 
developing a program to support the overall objective of reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  A first step might be for PIA 
to provide a capability for pump & system auditing, through the Association’s relationships with BPMA and HI.
Finally, Keith Sanders encouraged Members to look more closely at the “fine print” in AS 2417-2001. While this standard is 
often nominated for pump testing in engineering specifications, it is becoming evident  that the responsibilities of respective 
parties is not fully understood and this often results in conflict when performance guarantees are discussed immediately 
following a works performance test.
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1.2 PIA Subcommittee review of future relationship with Hydraulic Institute USA
Council appointed a small sub-committee consisting of Ron Astall, Frankie Camilleri and Alan Rowan to look at the potential 
for PIA to cooperate with our counterparts in the USA, bearing in mind, this organisation has far more resources at its 
disposal. It is also important to keep in mind our ongoing relationship with BPMA, because this provides PIA with access 
to information about technical development occurring in Europe, where units of measure and power generation are closely 
aligned to those used in Australia. 
Following a recommendation from the sub-committee, Council agreed that PIA should establish a close working relationship 
with the Hydraulics Institute and, to this end, a simple Memorandum of Understanding has been approved and is currently 
in the process of being formalised by the two parties. 
PIA has also agreed in principle to support special events held by each organisation. This might mean that the PIA would 
send a delegate (every two years) to attend the HI Annual Conference. As reciprocation, HI will also assist PIA by sending 
a speaking delegate to assist us in running a special event each year. This would be timed to coincide with the AGM and 
Dinner and will hopefully commence in 2016.
The current President of HI, George Harris is likely to be in Australia in November 2015 and PIA has invited him to to be our 
guest and attend the AGM, as well as our annual dinner. If George is able to attend, it is probable that he will address our 
AGM on the operation and activities of the HI.

2) AGM and Membership
2.1 AGM
The PIA will hold its Annual General meeting on Tuesday Nov 10 at the Box Hill Golf Club (202 Station St, Box Hill VIC 
3128) commencing at 5.00pm, The AGM will be presented with reports on the PIA activities for the 2014/15 Financial Year 
and the audited Accounts will be tabled for acceptance. The election of Councillors for the 2015/16 will also take place. The 
AGM will be followed by our annual Dinner commencing with pre-dinner drinks at 6:30pm. Members will be  invited to take 
their seats for a 3 course meal at 7:00pm.

2.2 Council Nominations
In accordance with the constitution, formal notice of the AGM will be distributed to Members early in Oct 2015 with a call 
for nominations for election to the PIA Council. Council nominations must be submitted on the appropriate form (which 
will be distributed with the call for nominations) and include the signatures of the Nominator, Seconder and Nominee. The 
Nominator, Seconder and Nominee must all be financial members of the PIA as at the date of the AGM.

2.3 New Membership subscription rates
The PIA have not increased subscription rates for over 8 years. As a result, Council of the PIA has determined that 
Membership Subscriptions for the Financial Year 2015/16 should be increased by a nominal 5%. This modest increase will 
be applied this year as an appropriate adjustment considering the inflation that has occurred since our last fee increase and 
the increasing cost of the services and facilities the Association is providing. 
The new fee structure will be:
Company with less than 10 employees $   158.00 + GST
Company with 10 to 25 employees  $   315.00 + GST
Company with 25 to 100 employees  $   630.00 + GST
Company with over 100 employees  $1,260.00 + GST
Associate Member    $   265.00 + GST
Private Member    $     84.00 + GST
Life Member (an honorary membership)  No charge
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3) Executive Office reports
3.1 Publications & Training - Alan Rowan
Since the last newsletter, we have been working with Fred Van Ross on putting together the Power Point for the Installation 
& Commissioning Course. The course will be ready to go for its first outing on the 28th October 2016. PIA has been working 
with John Link at Link Pumps on the practical part of the Installation & Commissioning Course and the set-up for the 
courses to be run in Melbourne. As well as the first course PIA has also scheduled  the course to run a further three times 
in  Melbourne on the following dates:

25th February 2016
25th May 2016
24th August 2016.

Interstate courses are also under consideration and if any member has a facility that might be made available, please 
contact Kevin WIlson.

3.2 Pump Standards - Ken Kugler
There has been a recent release of ISO draft standards via Standards Australia. These drafts were released via the Fire 
Protection Standard’s committees for comment and/or ballot for rejection or acceptance by member countries. At present 
these are the only international standards where PIA has input.
In recent months our committee has received numerous ISO drafts relating to Fire Protection equipment. The majority were 
for sprinkler heads of various configurations for design and testing. Of particular interest might be two documents:-
ISO/WD6182-X, Fire Protection – Automatic Sprinkler systems, Requirements and test methods fire pump relief valves 
and Requirements and test methods for pressure control valves. After a review PIA advised Standards Australia that 
these two drafts should be adopted.
Currently, there is another draft open for comment that may be of interest to PIA members. This is ISO/DIS 6182 part 6, Fire 
Protection – Automatic Sprinkler Systems, Requirements and test methods for check valves. The closing date for comment 
is early November. This standard is a little more complex than the previous standards in relation to its construction detail.  
Should any member company be interested please contact Ken Kugler and he will sent them a copy of the draft. ISO has 
also released a draft for “grooved pipe ends” which is the most common form of pipe connections in the fire protection 
industry.

3.3 Marketing & Statistics - Keith Sanders
Apart from preparing Flyers for several PIA functions in August, September and October, the principal activity has been to 
update the Corporate Profile. A new draft was submitted to Council at the August meeting and minor amendments were 
finalised. The new document will be ready by the end of September and will be circulated to members in due course.

4) Installation & Commissioning Training Program
The initial presentation of the PIA Pump Installation & Commissioning Training program will take place on Wednesday 
28 October at Link Pumps in Williamstown. There are a maximum of 10 places available, so that there is strong interaction 
between the trainers and participants. The course is in two parts; a theoretical session, followed by a practical session in 
the Link pump test area, where a unit will be set up for “commissioning”.
Theory Program Content:
a) Installation of Pumps - Foundations, Erection
b) Installation of Associated Pipework - Suction Piping, Discharge Piping, General
c) Coupling Alignment - Angular misalignment, Parallel misalignment, alignment methods, belt drives.
d) Pump Site Testing
e) Preparation for Commissioning
f)  Tools Required for Commissioning
g) Commissioning Process - Pre-startup Checks, Pre-starting Procedure, Starting Procedure, Pump Commissioning. 
h) Troubleshooting
i)  Commissioning Records 
Presenters: Alan Rowan & Ken Kugler
Venue:  Link Pumps, 4 Ponting Street, North Williamstown, 3016
Time:   Registration:  8.15 am
  Theoretical session: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm
  Practical session: 1.00 pm to 5.00 pm
Cost:   PIA members -   $400.00  plus GST
          Non-members -  $500.00 plus GST
Dress:   Work clothes with heavy footwear for practical session
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5) Pump Market Overview
While there is no specific market intelligence available, many members report very tight market conditions with strong 
competition for business at all levels. It is evident that Australian pump businesses are restructuring to match with 
current market conditions. Despite all the rhetoric about energy conservation, there is little evidence that this plays 
a significant role in many pumping projects, particularly where standard products are concerned. Promotion of Life 
Cycle costs and System Optimisation that have been pursued in overseas markets do not appear to have gained 
much traction in Australia. It is to be hoped that such initiatives in Europe and USA will eventually penetrate our 
market. PIA efforts to get this on the agenda have not been particularly successful, despite representations to a 
number of Government sponsored Authorities.

7) News from Members
7.1 Ibex introduces new product to Australia
Viking Pump recently announced the availability of the XPD 676 Series and the Universal 682 Series. Engineered to 
API 676 Design Standards, the XPD 676 is a fully API 676 Compliant Internal Gear Pump.

Capacity to 1,600 GPM (363M3/Hr)

Pressure to 200 PSI (14 BAR)

Viscosity 28 to 2,000,000 SSU (1 to 440,000 cSt)

Temperature -20˚F to +650˚F (-29˚C to +340˚C)

Compliance to API 676 specification reduces the risk of emissions, leakage, corrosion and unplanned down time. 
Viking has 3 levels of API compliance through the following Pump Options: 

•  Universal Series Partially Compliant | 4223A/4323A

•  Universal 682 Partially Compliant with API 682 Seal | 4223AA/4323AA

•  XPD 676 Fully Compliant Pump – No Exceptions | 4223AX/4323AX 

The XPD 676 solution includes both mandatory and optional operational quality & functional testing. We also have full 
engineering documentation, testing and project management support available.

6) New Members
PIA is pleased to announce Tony Sgro, recently retired from Kelair, was accepted as 
a Private Member in August. While PIA has received several other applications for 
membership recently, the documentation submitted has not met the requirements of 
the constitution and they could not be considered by Council. Applicants have been 
approached to complete the documents correctly and it is hoped we will be able to 
announce something in the next newsletter.
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7.2 Dynapumps – Central Vacuum System for Hospital Upgrade

An acute-care, private teaching hospital situated in Perth, 
W.A. embarked on a $74 million expansion that will see it 
emerge as the largest private hospital in Western Australia.

The cornerstone of the expansion is a new wing including 
an upgrade of the Central Vacuum Systems. Dynapumps 
supplied two vacuum units to provide suction for all six 
operating theatres and also to each bed suction device.

Each unit has two (duty and standby) Dynavac WOVP-
430 Oil lubricated rotary vane vacuum pumps installed on 
a 1000Ltr capacity vacuum receiver. They are designed, 
constructed and tested according to the “AS 2896-2011 
Medical Gas System – Installation and Testing of Non 
Flammable Medical Gas Pipeline Systems” specification.

7.3  AFH Techflow Instrument Air System Upgrade - VARANUS ISLAND COMPRESSION PROJECT

AFHTechFLOW supplied the Instrument Air System as part of the Varanus Island Compression Project upgrade to Quadrant 
Energy (formerly Apache) which has an operating history stretching back more than 20 years in Western Australia as one 
of Australia’s leading oil and gas companies. With a design life of 25 years for an intended installation site in a tropical, 
marine environment AFHTechFLOW provided all the project management, 3D design, manufacture, supply, shop assembly, 
inspection, testing, certification, corrosion protection, documentation, preservation, packing and preparation for shipment 
of the package to their client. 

The Instrument Air system comprised 4 x 90kW air 
compressors secured within 2 x 20ft high top modified 
shipping containers. The wet and dry receiver vessels 
(designed in accordance to AS1210) and a dryer skid was 
designed to fit across 3 x 20ft modified flat rack (bolsters) 
shipping container bases. 

Some of the challenges of building a custom modular 
system were associated with the stringent requirement to 
meet site design conditions i.e. all equipment had to be rated 
for cyclonic conditions (with wind speeds over 300km/h). 
Adding to this, design verification and proof load testing for 
lifting & transport were completed.

7.4  Netzsch introduce “FULL SERVICE IN PLACE” (FSIP)

The NEMO® Progressing Cavity Pump with the FSIP 
concept was launched by NETZSCH in June 2015. This 
allows users to fully service the pump while it is installed 
without removing the pump from the system. FSIP allows 
easy access to the wearing parts by opening the pump 
housing without any special tools; you then disconnect the 
rotor-stator unit from the coupling rod and simply lift it out. 
After this, the remaining rotating unit can be removed and 
the pump is open from flange to flange. All wearing parts 
can be replaced more quickly, reducing maintenance costs. 
All NEMO® pumps which have already been installed can 
be upgraded to the FSIP version without any problem.
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9) Obituary
PIA has been advised of the recent demise of Peter Snow. Sadly Peter passed away in Hospital on Saturday 29 August 2015, 
at the age of 87. While he was not directly involved with the APMA or PIA, he was certainly a very highly respected member 
of our Industry. He served time with Mather & Platt in UK before coming to Australia in the early 1960’s, around the time M&P 
acquired Kelly & Lewis. Peter resided in Sydney and was the front door for the sale of M&P electric motors in Australia. He also 
spent time with Ingersoll Rand and was highly regarded by people like Bruce Ellis, Peter Watson and Tony Sgro , who worked 
with him at that time. In the later years of his life he was employed by Weir Engineering and was heavily involved in both motor 
and boiler feed pump applications & sales. He was certainly well respected for his technical expertise in the Power Generation 
field, particularly with Power Authorities of the time, like the EC of NSW and the SECV. 

Peter was also a very keen golfer and a member of the Roseville Golf Club in Sydney.

10) Forthcoming Events Diary
a) Technical meeting in Perth:

 Scheduled for 24 September from 4.30 pm to 6.30 pm, the meeting will take place at the SKF Solution Factory, 463 Orrong 
Rd, Welshpool  6106. Flyers have already been distributed.

b) Inaugural Pump Installation & Commissioning Training Program:

 Scheduled for 28th October 2016 from 8.30 am to 5.00 pm to be held at Link Pumps, 4 Ponting St., Williamstown North VIC 
3016. Full details are also available on the PIA website.

c) AGM & Dinner:

 The highlight of the PIA calendar has been organized at Box Hill Golf Club on 10 November starting at 5.00 pm. A great 
opportunity to express your ideas for the PIA year 2016 and catch up with old friends, colleagues and guests. Once again, 
Council has decided to subsidize the cost of attendance and tickets will be at $90.00 per head. Please book early for the 
dinner, so we can prepare for a good night for all. Plenty of on-site parking.

Note from the Editor

Since this is the final newsletter before the AGM, we encourage everyone to 
participate in the decision making process that lies ahead, so that the Association 
can continue to provide the services members consider to be important to them. 
Please send your company representative to the AGM to provide your views. 

Thanks for your ongoing support, Keith Sanders.

8) Global Gossip
The following snippets are from recent issues of World Pumps:- 

August 2015 - Klaus Stahlmann, CEO of Sulzer, stepped down after three and a half years in the role. The Sulzer 
board of directors has appointed chief financial officer (CFO) Thomas Dittrich as interim CEO at this stage.

September 2015 - Diversified industrial company Hillenbrand Inc has entered into a definitive agreement to buy Abel 
Pumps LP and certain of its affiliates from Roper Technologies Inc for €95 million in cash.

September 2015 - GEA of Germany acquires Hilge from Grundfos. The sale of Hilge is aligned to the 2020 strategy 
of Grundfos to concentrate on core business, while filling a gap in GEA flow components portfolio.

October 2015 - Kirloskar buys Dutch pump maker Rodelta. Founded in 1946, Rodelta makes both API and non-API 
pumps for Industrial applications.


