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Message from the President
The past 3 months have seen the Association continue to work towards the key business objectives for 
2014 identified by the recent member survey.   These include a commitment to promoting opportunities 
for education and training, as well as improving lines of communication with client & business groups to 
enhance the profile of PIA and our members. 

The General Meeting in Brisbane, organised by John Inkster, went well and members heard from Chris 
Tritton, Qld President of AHSCA (The Association of Hydraulic Services Consultants Australia) on the 
information needs of Hydraulic Engineers, with a particular emphasis on Hydrant systems and recent 
changes to Australian Standards.  Many thanks to our Vice President, John Inkster for taking the reins 
on this one.

 A lot of work has been done with ABCB in an effort to introduce practical methodologies within the NCC for reducing 
pump power consumption in HVAC systems. However, this was largely a bureaucratic process and results have not met 
our expectations. I am, as ever, grateful to Keith Sanders for his hard work in this area and for keeping us abreast of the 
process.

Participation in the ARBS Expo in May also had mixed reviews from the members who took part. Keith Sanders, Ken Kugler 
and I represented PIA in the ARBS seminar programme; covering pump selection issues and fire pump standards to a small 
but interested audience. Thanks also to Alan Rowan for manning the PIA stand. Despite our efforts, it seems that pumping 
equipment is not high on the list of priorities for Consultants and Contractors servicing this market. We hope that a grass 
roots approach with members of AMCA on 29 July will be more fruitful. Please register your interest with Kevin Wilson if you 
wish to participate.

Arrangements are well in hand for the next General Meeting to be held in Perth on 12 August. Please keep your eyes on 
the PIA website for further information on the program for the rest of 2014.

Yours Sincerely,

Ron Astall
President – PIA

1) PIA Activities
a) PIA General Meeting - 13 May 2014
More than 20 Queensland members joined 
with Councillors and several interstate visitors 
to attend the second General meeting of 
2014,  held at Riverside Receptions in New 
Farm. The venue is located on the banks 
of the Brisbane river and has good facilities 
for a casual business meeting of this type. 
John Inkster deputised for Ron Astall on this 
occasion and provided an update on PIA 
activities for the year to date.

This was followed by an informal presentation 
by Chris Tritton of AHSCA, who outlined the 
changing scene in his business environment and the need for closer consultation between Hydraulic Services Engineers 
and Pump Suppliers. PIA will now follow-up with Chris to determine if some pump training sessions specific to the needs 
of his members can be organised in future. 

Chris Bland provided a brief comment on the importance for members to advertise in publications having accredited 
circulation figures, to ensure members get the best “bang for their advertising buck”.  

The meeting closed with a friendly exchange among members, with many “old faces” in the group that stayed on for 
refreshments chatting about the state of the pump market today.
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2) Executive Officer Reports
a) Publications & Training – Alan Rowan   ––
b) Standards - Ken Kugler                           ––    Combined report below
c) Marketing & Statistics - Keith Sanders  ––
All three Executive Officers have been heavily engaged in the ARBS Expo held in May 2014. The combined resources were needed 
to man the PIA Poster Stand during the 3 days of the Expo, while Ken & Keith assisted Ron Astall with a seminar given on 20 May. 
This was presented to visitors with an interest in pumping equipment and practical ways to achieve improved energy efficiency by 
better pump selection, while Ken gave an update on AS 2941.

Some progress has also being made in the preparation of a new Training Module for PIA to provide competence training in the 
installation and commissioning of pumping equipment driven by electric motors and diesel engines. 

Alan has drafted out a scope for the program with contributions and comments from Ken & Keith. However, more work is required 
to complete the PowerPoint program and course-notes. The key issue is one of seeking to provide an accreditation certificate to 
participants and this will require further research to see what is practical for PIA to achieve. Alan is currently working on this. 

3) ABCB Workgroup participation - Improvement of Section J5 of 
    National Construction Code.
Members have been advised the NCC 2015 Public Comment period is well underway and closes on the 1st August. In terms of a 
plan of attack for the Improving Part J5 project, the ABCB has issued the following guideline:

The preference is for any comments to be submitted individually and/or from the organisation you represent (i.e. the same approach 
for members of the public). 

-	All	comments	received	covering	the	same	issue	will	be	consolidated	and	the	ABCB	Office	will	develop	a	recommendation	to	
take	to	the	Building	Codes	Committee	(BCC)	for	their	decision.	In	forming	recommendations	we	would	appreciate	your	technical	
expertise	to	enable	the	BCC	to	be	well	informed.	

-	This	means	we	would	be	seeking	your	advice	on	comments	around	mid-late August.

The Drafts and the Public Comment Upload Form, which must be used to submit all comments, are available from the ABCB website 
at http://www.abcb.gov.au/consultation/ncc-public-comment-draft

It is somewhat disappointing that practical issues raised by PIA were largely ignored in this document. The PIA recommendation to 
verify the accuracy of pump performance data provided and to focus on pipework friction losses by selecting larger pipe diameters 
was largely ignored and the concept that VFD was the “one-size fits all” answer seems to predominate current thinking at ABCB.

4) PIA attends ARBS in 2014

Davey Water Products, BKB, Pentair and Xylem shared the PIA 
Poster stand for the 3 day event. A brief report is given below.

The organisers have issued a preliminary show report with the attendance figures showing a 4% rise over 2012. 

Total visitors: 7,774 (corrected to delete duplication)  

Visitors to the PIA stand were rather spasmodic, but most of the literature provided by our stand partners was distributed effectively.  
Monkey Media also provided additional copies of the May edition of Pump Industry, which appeared to be quite popular with visitors. 
PIA members KSB and Dynapumps had their own stands and it is hoped they gained some direct benefit from their participation.

PIA also made a seminar presentation on the opening day of the Expo. Ron Astall headed up our team of presenters, while Keith 
Sanders and Ken Kugler played important support roles. The main message was aimed at encouraging consultants and system 
designers to provide significantly more information about the operating requirements of the individual systems, rather than apply 
limitations to pump speed or configuration. This would allow Pump Suppliers to make recommendations on the optimum methodology 
for achieving low power consumption.
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5) Pump Market Overview
The following market sector reports are extracted from IbisWorld report C2451 from Jan 2014

It is important for members to note that the overall Australian market is growing only very slowly. On this basis alone, 
it may be unwise to build ambitious growth targets into annual sales budgets, unless there is a well defined strategy 
to achieve it.
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6) New Members – 3 new applications approved
a) Skyline Pumps

7) News from Members
a) New seawater pump from Aussie Pumps

b) Waterdos

c) Netzsch

Skyline Pumps was recently accepted as a member of PIA and operates 
a Pump Sales and Service business in Queensland. The company  is 
located in Ipswich and offers new pump sales, pump upgrades,  pump  
repairs, technical support, or simply professional advice. Specialising in 
Firepumps to AS 2941, all pumps are fully tested at their Ipswich works. 
The company is also the sole Australian Distributor for S.A. Armstrong 
Pumps of Canada.

The website is www.skylinepumps.com.au 

Waterdos Australasia is an Australian-owned company that prides 
itself in supplying innovative water-related instruments to all segments 
of the water industry in Australia, New Zealand, and the Asia-Pacific 
region. The company is a leader in providing turn-key solutions primarily 
in water quality instrumentation and positive displacement metering 
pumps of all kinds.

The website is waterdos.com.au

Netzsch, a long established German company, is a major manufacturer 
of progressive cavity pumps, with a very wide range of other positive 
displacement pumps. The range includes rotary lobe, twin screw and 
dosing pumps as well as macerators. The parent company began 
manufacturing over 60 years ago and recently founded Netzsch Australia, 
with offices in NSW and Queensland.

For more information please visit the Netzsch website:
www.netzsch.com

A new high pressure pump designed for marine duties has been 
released by Australian Pump Industries. The Aussie Sea Skipper, a 
self-priming pump, has been designed to tolerate saltwater making is 
suitable for applications on work boats, barges, ferries, trawlers and 
patrol boats.

The 4” Sea Skipper delivers a maximum head of 50 metres and a 
maximum flow up to 1150 lpm. It has the ability to self-prime with 
a vertical lift up to 8 metres. The pump incorporates a number of 
features that make it suitable for use with saltwater. The pump casing 
is covered inside and out with a thick Geomat coating. This protects 
the marine grade aluminium against oxidization.



PUMP INDUSTRY AUSTRALIA INC
PO BOX 55, Stuarts Point, NSW 5

2 Colours
Green - PMS 349 C
Yellow - PMS 116 C

Single Colour
Green - PMS 349 C

Black & White Black & White for use
when faxing

For use with space
restraints

PUMP INDUSTRY AUSTRALIA

2 Colours
Green - PMS 349 C
Yellow - PMS 116 C

Single Colour
Green - PMS 349 C

Black & White Black & White for use
when faxing

For use with space
restraints

b) Emtivac Engineering relocates

c) Pump training workshops continue to be popular
Australian Industrial Marketing is celebrating more than 10 years of providing basic Pump Technology training courses. 
Keith Sanders and Fred Van Ross introduced the Level 1 course as a workshop, specifically designed to be delivered 
to small groups. It also utilises PIA handbooks as basic references and promotes the use of these by trainees in worked 
examples undertaken in the program. 

To keep the cost structure at a competitive level, most programs are actually delivered in cooperation with PIA members 
who have  good training facilities. Link Pumps, Davey Water Products and Pump Engineers have supported this concept in 
the earlier years and permitted trainees from other companies to join in the sessions. The format appears to be gaining in 
popularity with PIA members, because of its practical approach. 

The demand for basic pump technology training appears to have increased in 2014,  with courses in Melbourne being run 
at John Crane and Stevco, courses in Sydney at White International and Brown Bros Engineers, while the Brisbane course 
was presented at Pump Engineers in Hemmant. The next course is planned for Perth on 13/14 August. However, on this 
occasion, it will be held at West Australian Golf Club in Yokine. For more information, please contact:
aim1@internode.on.net.

d) WEG Australia Pty. Ltd – New Sales and Marketing Director, Richard Walker
Recently appointed, Richard Walker brings more than 30 years of relevant industry experience to his new role having 
previously served as National Business Partner Development Manager. Romo Herzog, Managing Director of WEG Australia 
Pty Ltd, said  “We welcome Richards experience and leadership to the WEG Australia Head Office Team. In his new role 
as Sales and Marketing Director, he will be responsible for strengthening WEG`s position in the Australian marketplace as 
well as helping WEG to expand its product portfolios”.

Emtivac Engineering Pty Ltd, an Australian owned business specialising in vacuum pumps and systems, has relocated from 
19th May, 2014 and will be operating from new premises at:-

170-174 DISCOVERY ROAD, DANDENONG SOUTH  VIC  3175 

Phone & fax numbers remain the same: TEL: 03 9768 3240 FAX: 03 9768 3250

8) Forthcoming Programs and Events
PIA has a busy program for the remainder of 2014 and we suggest you to make a note of these key dates later in the year.

Tues 29 July  2014 - Meeting with AMCA 30, Cromwell Street, Burwood commencing at 3.00 pm. 

• Registration is required if you wish to attend this presentation. Please refer to flyer for details.

Tues. 12 Aug 2014 - General Meeting in Perth: the venue will be Mt Lawley Golf Club, Walker Rd, Inglewood, WA 6052.

Tues. 11 Nov 2014 - Seminar & AGM - 50th Anniversary celebrations begin in Melbourne

• Afternoon - Seminar at Engineers Australia - A call for papers will be released in August 2014. Steve Schofield, 
Technical Director of BPMA has agreed to act as Keynote speaker on this occasion.   

• Evening - AGM/Reception at the Hotham Room A&B at Mercure Hotel in Flemington 

Wed. 12 Nov 2014 - Dinner Cruise on Yarra - Yarra Empress commencing at 6.00 pm. 

Thurs. 13 Nov 2014 - Seminar at Rooty Hill RSL - A call for papers will be released in August 2014. Steve Schofield, 
Technical Director of BPMA will again to act as Keynote speaker for this event.  It will be followed by a Cocktail party to be 
organised for Sydney members at 6.30 pm.


