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Message from the President
2012/2013 has been another busy year for PIA. My thanks to all of you who have contributed towards our 
successful seminars & events during the year. Our business plan included the key objectives of:

- Participating in the development of pump standards
- Provide training opportunities for members and pump industry clients
- Develop industry alliances with target partners
- Increase membership participation at all levels

These objectives were clearly achieved; judging by the level of enthusiasm I have seen and by the high 
level of audience involvement at all PIA events.

We have continued with our policy of taking regular general meetings to State Capital Cities and rural 
areas. Council mini-meetings were also held more frequently with the use of teleconferencing. Our General 
meeting schedule this year included:-  

• February 2013 – in Melbourne at the MCC Baseball club, followed by a BBQ
• May 2013 – in Adelaide at the Grundfos  factory - thanks for a stimulating afternoon 
• August 2013 –  in Sydney at the Kelair factory, which was combined with the new Handbook launch 

PIA’s cooperation with Chris Bland  of Monkey Media has seen the exciting and successful launch of a 
world class “Pump Industry” magazine dedicated to our local industry.  We have received many positive 
comments from pumps users on the relevance and quality of this Australian publishing initiative.  As a 
result, Council has now endorsed  that “Pump Industry” will be the official magazine of PIA and all members 
are urged to support its continued development, as it reaches a very wide audience.  

We have continued our productive dialogue with Government Departments and other Industry Groups 
including:

• AusIndustry :information on Government initiatives in Clean energy incentives and R&D incentives.
• FPAA : very successful Workshops on the draft AS 2941 Fire Pumps Standards.
• Ongoing liaison with BPMA to explore training and education opportunities
• Sustainability Victoria on Pump energy efficiency
• Standards Australia : Fire Pumps and the pump test code
• Fan Association : Energy Efficiency
• AIRAH : Energy efficiency initiatives and review of their pump related publications
• AMCA : Cooperation on building modelling systems and energy efficiency.

We continue to play an active role in new developments and changes that may impact on our members.

A particular highlight over the last year has been the brilliant work of Alan Rowan and the publications team 
in finishing of the new Pipe Friction and technical handbooks which are a credit to all involved.  The support 
and organisational skills of Keith Sanders has been great, as has the exemplary work of Ken Kugler on the 
standards.

My special thanks go to all councillors, my VP John Inkster and our Secretary Kevin Wilson. Under Kevin’s 
strong administration and financial acumen, the PIA is well placed financially in fulfilling our obligations to 
our members.

I would also make special mention of the contribution of John Link to PIA over many years. He has advised 
he would not stand for re-election this year, but we hope to see John at future meetings.

Yours sincerely

Ron Astall
President – PIA
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1) AGM
The AGM for 2013 was held at Greenacres Golf Club in Kew and there was a good show of members present including 
several from Interstate who had made an effort to support this important event in the PIA calendar. The Council appreciates 
your support. 
Ron Astall delivered his Presidents Report for 2013, which is summarised in his message to members above. He went on to 
outline the Financial position of the Association and it was evident that the operating result for 2012/3 was positive and PIA 
is in good shape for the future. After receiving short reports from the 3 Executive Officers, Ron vacated the chair to allow 
the Secretary to declare all Council position vacant and called for nominations for the 2013/4 year to be read out. Sufficient 
nominations to fill all vacancies had been received and Kevin Wilson  declared the following people duly elected. 
President - Ron Astall
Vice President - John Inkster
Council - Geoff Harvey, Tony Kersten, Martin O’Connor, Mike Bauer,  Alan Rowan, Keith Sanders and Frank Camilleri.
Frankie is a new member of Council and works with John Crane. It is nice to see some new blood in these challenging 
times. John Link, a long standing member of Council did not seek re-election this year and we thank John for his important 
contribution to the Association over many years. PIA’s loss is Royal Tennis’s gain.

2) Annual Dinner
Immediately following the AGM, members retired to the bar to prepare for the Annual Dinner held in the main function room 
of the Golf Club. There were more than 60 members and guests present, to enjoy the meal and entertainment provided. 
There was a good turnout from Life members this year , with Bill Coulter, Bruce Ellis, Ken Willcock and Geoff Daniel s in 
attendance, some going back to the early days of APMA.  Council was very pleased to see them at the event.

3) Building Services Seminar – Melbourne

Entertainment this year was provided by Bec & Sebastian, with guitar accompaniment. Bec & Sebastian were entrants in 
“The Voice” TV show and were in the Ricky Martin team. While they were part of the televised show, unfortunately they were 
eliminated in the early rounds.  They performed a mixture of standards and new material, since Sebastian is a professional 
songwriter and has produced material for several well-known artists.
Overall, it was nice to return to the redeveloped Greenacres Golf Club, who provided excellent service and a good time was 
had by all.

Maureen Daniels, Alan & Roberta Rowan L-R: Nathan Krick, Kevin Anderson, David Hobson, 
Derek Price and Sam Bell

Guests enjoying the Bec & Sebastian show
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Some 40 people attended the recent PIA seminar “Developments in the Building Services Sector” held at Rydges on 
Swanston on 26th November.  A wide range of papers was presented and covered the three main areas of pump application 
i.e. HVAC, Sanitary & Plumbing and Fire protection.  
 

Time Presenter Topic

9.00- 9.15
MC- Ron Astall
President - PIA

Introduction

9.15 – 9.30 
Guest Speaker - Chris Iape
Project Lead Buildings
Sustainability Victoria

Keynote address

9.30-10.30
Paper 1- Ron Astall
United Pumps Australia

Specifying more efficient pumps; Pros 
and Cons

11.00 – 11.30
Paper 2 - Tony Kersten
Grundfos Pumps Australia

Pump initiatives for the HVAC sector

11.30 – 12.00
Paper 3 - Warwick Stannus
AMCA/A G Coombs

BIM MEP Aus - modelling of pump 
packages

12.00 – 12.30
Paper 4 -Thomas Heine
Fan Manufacturers Australia

Impact of AS/NZ 12759 for specification 
of Fans

1.15 – 2.15
Paper 5- Nick Russ
BKB Building Solutions

Pumps for Hydraulic Services 
applications

2.15 – 2.45
Paper 6 -  Con Goltsios 
Lowara Surface Pumps

VFD and Multi-pump package solutions

3.00 – 3.30
Paper 7- Jason Morris
Xylem Applied Water Systems

Wastewater pumping - Efficiency and 
reliability

3.30 – 4.15
Paper 8 - Ken Kugler
PIA and member FP8 Committee

New AS2941 standard
Fixed Firepumps

4.15 – 5.00
Paper 9 - Jeff Greely
Kelair Pumps and FP8 Committee

Impact of new standard in Firepump 
packages

5.00 – 5.15 Ron Astall Closing comments

While the event covered some interesting and relevant topics outlining new initiatives to save energy in modern building 
design and pump applications, the attendance from the Consulting Engineers fraternity was disappointing. It  makes one 
wonder if they merely pay lip-service to the concept of designing “Greener Buildings” unless there is a clear commercial 
benefit for their business in the short term.
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4) New Fire pump standard published
Ken Kugler has advised Council that the new edition of AS 2941 has now published and is available for sale via SIA Global. Members 
interested in the Fire market are encouraged to obtain this new and significantly improved standard to ensure they can meet the new 
requirements. You will note that there is a requirement for Pump Manufacturers to provide certification about the performance of the 
pumps supplied which must now meet the nominated duty without the application of any negative tolerances.

5) ABCB Project Update
Members may be aware that there are efforts being made by State and Federal Governments to achieve some uniformity in 
Building Codes across Australia. This falls under the control of the Australian Building Codes Board (ABCB) and has resulted in 
the National Construction Code (NCC) being published. Section J5 looks at energy efficiency in Air-conditioning and ventilating 
systems. Table J5.4a currently provides information on the Maximum Pump Power that can be consumed in chilled water, 
condenser water and heating water in commercial buildings.
PIA has formed a sub-committee to review the current regulations and recommend improvements that might lead to better energy 
conservation outcomes in the future. The sub-committee consists of :-
• Keith Sanders - PIA
• Martin O’Connor - KSB Australia
• Tony Kersten - Grundfos Australia
• Chris Dayton - Wilo Australia
An interim report has been submitted to ABCB on initiatives that might lead to better solutions in the Building Services sector and 
follows on from many of the suggestions made in the drafting of AS 2941.
While there are clearly some conflicting interests to be dealt with, particularly the pressures to contain capital cost over the 
longer term benefits of reduced power consumption, only by a credible dialogue between the stakeholders is likely to see any 
improvement in the situation.

6) New Members
Council accepted the nominations of  a new member of the Association at their December meeting. Trans-Pacific Industries was 
nominated for Associate Membership and we welcome them to PIA.

7) News from Members
Official opening of Sterling Pumps in Pakenham. 
The Editor was invited by Sterling Pumps to attend the official opening of the new facility of Sterling Pumps at Sharnet Circuit in 
Pakenham on 14 November 2013.

Most members will know Anton Merry, who has been active in the Pump Industry for many years and has formerly been a PIA 
Councillor. Anton and his wife, Gillian, are justifiably proud of the new facility, which offers the business increased manufacturing 
capacity and a capability to performance test their products prior to deliver to clients. The new facility also provides room for 
expansion as the business grows into the future.
The official ribbon cutting ceremony was conducted by Prakash Agarwal of WPIL Limited, as representative of the major shareholder 
in this new venture. WPIL has several investments in associated businesses in the UK and South Africa.

Gillian Merry with Prakash Agarwal                                     A submersible pump in full duplex SS construction
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7) ...continued
By virtue of the cooperation between Sterling Pumps and WPIL, the company has access to a wide range of pump products and 
the ability to produce Xeron 100 components under licence. This advanced duplex SS displays excellent corrosion resistance in 
a wide range of aggressive fluids including seawater at elevated temperatures.
The plant includes some very modern CAD/CAM equipment, with the capability to machine complex impeller vane shapes directly 
from the computer model. It also employs robot welders to manufacture small components with great accuracy, repeatability and  
consistent quality. Shortly after the event, Anton remarked “ The key message from the opening really is that it demonstrates the 
commitment that Sterling and WPIL have towards growing our manufacturing base for high end pumps in Australia.”

8) E O Reports
To maintain PIA’s resources to manage various longer term projects, Council has re-appointed 3 Executive Officers to handle 
specific portfolios. These align to some extent with similar positions within BPMA and should allow the Association to make faster 
progress on specific initiatives.
• EO – Publications – Alan Rowan completed the update PIA handbooks. These are now selling well and contributed to the strong 

financial result of the Association. Alan is currently working with Ken and Keith on new training initiatives to include a program 
to provide qualified engineers for pump installation and commissioning activities.

• EO – Standards – Ken Kugler has maintained his role on the FP008 committee with Standards Australia and has done much of 
the work required to upgrade the pump content of the new standard. He is now working on preparing checklists for use at the 
commissioning stage of fire-pump installations. 

• EO-Marketing & Statistics – Keith Sanders has continued to organise programs to promote the Industry to Australian customers 
and State & Federal Government Bodies. PIA will continue to gather statistics to help members understand the impact of 
imported equipment in the Australian market.

9) Member Survey
At the request of Council, Keith has also designed a Survey Monkey questionnaire which we hope all members will complete 
to provide valuable feedback on what they expect from PIA as their representative of the Industry in Australia. The web-link to 
participate in the survey is https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/78KLM7M

10) Forthcoming Programs & Events
General Meetings for next year will be:- 

Tues. 11 Feb 2014 - Melbourne 
Tues. 13 May 2014 - Brisbane
Tues. 12 Aug 2014 - Perth 
Tues. 11 Nov 2014 - AGM/Dinner - Melbourne

If any member is willing and able to suggest a location for any of these meetings, please advise the Secretary and we will liaise 
with you to finalise the details. PIA offers you the opportunity to showcase your business to fellow members and is always prepared 
to bear the cost of refreshments provided by hosts on such occasions.

PIA intends to continue to provide seminar and presentation programs to increase the awareness of issues in the various market 
segments where pumps are used and the development of skills and capabilities of people within the industry. However it is 
important that members identify their needs and we encourage everyone to contribute to the discussion on where PIA should 
concentrate its efforts on in 2014. The member survey is one method, but regular attendance at General meetings and other event 
organised by PIA provide excellent opportunities for networking with Industry colleagues and expressing your opinions.

Unfortunately, Monkey Media has advised Council that efforts to organise a Pump Expo in November 2014 has not attracted 
sufficient response from the market to continue the venture. As you can appreciate, booking the venue without a healthy response 
represents a significant risk and the present business conditions suggest that early cancellation is a prudent decision.

However, PIA is still considering the possibility of sponsoring a smaller event to mark the 50th anniversary of the first meetings 
leading to the formation of APMA in 1964. This event can be combined with the AGM and dinner to make it a notable commemoration 
of the birth of the Association. If anyone wishes to work with the Council to develop ideas on this project, please contact Kevin 
Wilson or Keith Sanders.

Season’s Greetings to all our readers! Ho! Ho! Ho!

Note from the Editor 
May I express my appreciation to those people who regularly send me 
material for the newsletter. It is nice to receive news on people and 
products as well as changes in location etc., so that we can all see how 
the Industry is changing over time.

Keith Sanders


