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Message from the Editor
A great deal has been happening behind the scenes at PIA and I hope you will find the reports of our activities will keep you 
up to date on a number of initiatives that the Council has been pursuing in recent months. We have entered into discussions 
with BPMA (our British counterparts) to develop a stronger relationship and possibly tap into their programs for training & 
development. Our association with ICN has also gained momentum and we hope this will bring increased opportunities for 
members to participate in future pumping equipment tenders.

Harry Katunar has put his hand up to organise an Energy Efficiency seminar in Sydney in July and will also look at a seminar 
in Perth to coincide with our General Meeting there in August. We will have our first “Breakfast meeting” in Melbourne on 
8 April at Bruce County Hotel in Mt. Waverley. If this is successful, PIA will arrange similar low key events in all States to 
improve opportunities for networking with fellow members, suppliers etc.

2011 looks like being an exciting and productive year, so please support your Council by making an effort to attend these 
functions and promoting them to clients and business associates to help raise the profile of our Association.

Keith Sanders
Editor

General Meeting in Melbourne - 8 February 2011
Our first meeting for 2011 was held at the Works of BKB Pumps & Tanks in Hallam 
on 8 February 2011. There was a very good attendance and we thank Bala and Jeya 
for their assistance in organising the event. A visit around the workshop was very 
impressive. Hey Guys, is it always that tidy? 

Andrew Black of BKB Envirotech gave us an outline of the activities of his Division, 
which concentrates on turnkey pump station projects. Members will have found his 
presentation on the work done for the Wimmera Mallee Pipeline project particularly 
interesting, since it was engineered and managed in conjunction with Mitchell 
Construction to provide a total solution to GWM Water in that region.  BKB are also a 
major supplier of pumping equipment to the Building Services sector.

Presentation by Nicole Keating of GHD - Innovation
Nicole is a Commercial Strategist in GHD’s award winning 
Innovations program. During her presentation Nicole covered the 
following topics:-

• GHD’s approach to Innovation & Collaboration - across its global 
operations as well as externally with clients and business partners

• Highlight aspects of this approach that will be relevant to Australian 
Pump Industry 

• Explore some of the opportunities, challenges & pitfalls that GHD 
sees as being associated with open innovation approaches.

For more information on this program which is in association with 
the Victorian Government, members can log on to the website 
http://www.innovation-interchange.com/ 
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Sub Committee Activities
A number of initiatives are already under way and we will highlight the current status of several projects that will be worked 
on during the year.
1. Training: We are looking at ways to work with Universities and TAFE colleges to improve our communication with 

students and provide future job opportunities for Graduates to enter the Pump Industry as a career. Simon Andrew 
would be happy to hear from Members who can make a contribution to this program. 

2. Standards: PIA has been working on the update to AS 2941 for Fire-pumps, but communication with Standards Australia 
has been difficult, due to a significant re-structuring of the way SA operates. Ken Kugler and Keith Sanders recently 
attended a workshop arranged by SA in Melbourne so that we are aware of the change and can record the projects we 
are working on to have them reviewed in the prioritisation process.

3. Industry Statistics: A Survey Monkey questionnaire is being prepared and will be posted on the PIA website at the 
beginning of April. Our aim is to record the level of activity in the Pump Industry in Australia and members will be 
encouraged to participate. We also plan to invite some key non-members to participate, with a view to having a more 
complete picture of the Industry when we discuss problems with Government and other Industry Groups. 

4. Constitution & Code of Ethics: A revised Procedures Manual is under preparation and will be posted on the website 
shortly for final comment by members. Once we have received feedback the Council will vote on adoption of these 
procedures for future use.

5. Publications: Alan Rowan is working on  more updates for our two handbooks and is also looking at a simple and 
practical pump selection booklet for general use

6. ATS for Rainwater pumps: The final draft has been prepared following member feedback and several important 
additions have been included. We thank members for their contribution and the document is being prepared for 
submission to SA in due course.

7. Trade Practices: A location will be added to the PIA website for members to report any issues of concern about 
incorrect trade practices or false advertising etc. These can then be followed up by PIA as deemed necessary to protect 
the Industry at large.

8. Association Alliances: PIA is working to extend our relationships and we feel this will assist in increasing our profile 
as an Association. We are currently in discussion with:-

 • British Pump Manufacturers Association (BPMA) – Training, publications and technical exchanges.
 • Air-conditioning Manufacturers and Contractors Association (AMCA) - Building Modeling Software.
 • Industry Capability Network (ICN) - Members capability registration on ICN website. 
9. Website & Marketing: Our website is proving to be a very useful communication tool and we encourage you to look 

at it regularly to get important information on Association activities. PIA has reached an Agreement with Australian 
Publishing Resource Services (APRS) to provide articles on our involvement in the Water and Industrial Pumping 
sector. An article has been provided to APRS for insertion in their forthcoming web-magazine. Thanks to members who 
provided material. 

10. Membership: We are delighted to welcome back CMG as our first applicant to become an Associate Member. This 
new category has created interest from several companies who supply our members and we hope to receive more 
applications in the near future. 

Energy Efficiency Seminar –Sydney July 2011
Work is underway to organise another Energy Efficiency Seminar on 12 July to be held at Park Royal Hotel, 
Parramatta. Harry Katunar will be heading the organising committee and we already have several volunteers to 
participate. Tony Sgro of Kelair Pumps will act as Project Manager and coordinate the local logistics. The date and 
location will be announced shortly, after the organising committee has had its first meeting. The seminar content is 
expected to be similar to the successful Melbourne event presented in October 2010. However, we do intend to take 
in the comments of participant feedback we obtained in an exit survey. A call for new papers will also be made shortly, 
so any member who may wish to participate is invited to contact the Secretary with their details.

Resources Sector Seminar in Perth – August 2011
To coincide with our General Meeting in Perth, PIA plans to organise an event at Burswood Casino to provide 
the latest technology to clients in the Resource sector and to promote the capabilities for Australian suppliers to 
satisfy their pumping equipment needs.  A preliminary title proposed is “Industrial Pumping Applications for the WA 
Resources Industry” and any member who is interested should again contact Kevin Wilson.
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ICN provide details on new Pumping Stations for  South Australia
NORTH SOUTH INTERCONNECTION SYSTEM PROJECT (NSISP)
- CLAPHAM AND WATTLE PARK PUMP STATIONS 

The NSISP includes the procurement and commissioning of three separate pump stations at Clapham, Wattle Park and 
Gilberton. This market notification focuses on the market approach for the Clapham and Wattle Park Pump Stations only. 
SA Water intend to procure these pump stations using one procurement process. It is expected that the Gilberton pump 
station will be procured separately and subsequent to the Clapham and Wattle Park pump stations. Members can obtained 
more detailed information from Kevin Wilson who has circulated the full notification to member representatives of PIA.

Industry Capability Network (ICN) is a not-for-profit organisation that helps local companies access new business 
opportunities within the water sector. ICN has just launched a new online tool that makes it easier for project managers 
and suppliers to build new partnerships. The ICN Water Directory is a dedicated website that allows suppliers to browse 
for new business within the water industry and register their expressions of interest against projects and work packages. 
For project managers, the directory offers a free resource when seeking suppliers for current and planned water projects. 
ICN also has a national network of technical consultants working behind the scenes to match local suppliers with project 
specifications. For more information or to register your company profile on the ICN Water Directory and start to reap the 
benefits of being registered on the largest database of supplier capability in Australia go to www.water.icn.org.au 

CAP Industries have released the new iCON pump controller, designed 
to achieve better, more effective control of pumps and pump stations. It 
is an easy to use, flexible pump control solution with versions available 
for pressure control, level control and variable speed control applications. 
The development phase of the iCON controller combined the talents of 
an award winning industrial programmer with the skills and experience 
of pump professionals, distributors and, most importantly, end-users 
throughout Australia. The end result is a robust and reliable product that 
offers a number of unique features for improved performance.

United Pumps Australia has recently completed an eight stage double 
case barrel pump in Duplex Stainless Steel for a South East Asian 
offshore installation handling hydrocarbon condensate. Carbon Fibre 
composite materials were utilised for the replaceable internal clearance 
items. This particular pump is rated for a maximum operating pressure 
of 156 bar (2260 psig). Hydrostatic Test pressure was 236 bar (3,422 
psig). Manufacture and performance testing of this sophisticated, custom 
engineered pump-set was completed at United’s Sunshine (Vic.) Works.

Idex Australia has announced Energy Saving Technology introduced by 
Warren Rupp Inc. Air-operated double diaphragm pumps gain energy 
efficiency and reduce maintenance costs with innovative technology. 
Recent technology has been developed that increases the pumping 
efficiency of AODD pumps and reduces energy costs by up to 50 percent,
For more information visit their website www.idexfmt-asia.com

New product from CAP Industries

Another high pressure pump from United

New AOD  Pumps from Warren Rupp

INDUSTRY NEWS
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Forthcoming Events
• Breakfast Meeting in Melbourne – This will be held at Bruce County Hotel in Mt Waverly from 7.00 to 9.00 am on 

8 April. Continental Breakfast will be served and there will be informal presentations from Bruce Sharp on pumps as 
turbines and from AMCA on the development in Building Information Systems for Mechanical, Electrical & Plumbing 
installations in the Construction Industry. Come along and join us.

• General Meeting in Brisbane – This has been provisionally scheduled for 24th May 2011 and will be held at the new 
Factory of KSB. Please check on the PIA website for further details.

1) Kelair Pumps – Members will remember our visit to Kelair for the May 2010 General Meeting in Sydney and the 
subsequent Fire-pump seminar. Previously, they participated via sister company Brown Brothers membership, but 
have now joined in their own right. Welcome aboard.

2) Hydro Innovations – Hydro Innovations are the Exclusive Gorman Rupp Pump Distributors for Australia, 
with staff and offices based in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. Customers in South Australia, Western Australia 
and Tasmania are serviced by our representatives in those States. For further information please visit  www.
hydroinnovations.com.au

3) APP Pumps – This company is a specialist water & wastewater pump equipment manufacturer. Pumps and 
controllers are manufactured to ISO 9002 and have Watermark certification. For more information contact www.
sparkle.com.au

4) Precision Balancing Pty Ltd – Precision Balancing is a fully Australian owned and operated 
company based in Melbourne Australia, with more than 20 years’ experience in industrial balancing, 
offering a range of solutions for a range of industrial applications. The company has been involved 
in the balancing of pump impellers since the company began and have worked on a range of 
models and sizes. They offer a personalized service, with a key feature being a scheduled quick 
turnaround or emergency after-hours breakdown services. More information relating to the technical 

aspects of industrial balancing can be found on their website www.precisionbalancing.com.au or you can click the link 
to the informative video featured on youtube.

5) Superior Pump Technologies – Superior Pump Technologies commenced 
trading in February 2010. Victor Rokhlin (manager of the business) started SPT to 
service customers across wide range of industries including mining, agriculture, oil 
& gas water & waste water, food & other industries. They specialise in FMC Bean, 
Waukesha, Graco and Vogelsang pumps and represent FMC Invalco flow measurement 
division in Australia. They hold stock of pumps and spare parts at their Chipping Norton 
facility.

6) CMG Pty Ltd – CMG has rejoined us in the new category of Associate Member.  
CMG provide electric motors, geared motors, variable frequency drives, soft starters and many other associated 
products. They service industries as diverse as mining, petrochemical, automation, materials handling, fluid handling, 
air movement, agriculture and are significant suppliers to the Pump Industry.

New Members

Newsflas
h Thanks to the efforts of Colin Nash, PIA has been successful in obtaining a late 

cancellation for OZ Water which  will held at the Adelaide Convention Centre http://
www.adelaidecc.com.au/index.cfm, South Australia from 9 to 11 May, 2011. While 
many of the larger members of PIA have their own stand, PIA will be offering  a 
promotional opportunity to some of our smaller members, who may see the water 
market as an important segment for their business. The stand size is 6 m  x 3 m and 
should allow several members to participate. We already have two companies who 
have registered an interest. Please contact Kevin Wilson if you wish to participate.


